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WOTES On THE OBCANIZATIONAL €O PTON OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATS OF MISSLSEISPI,
weld in the Heidelberg Hotel on Saturday, fugust 1, 1965,

tunter Morey, SNOC worker and long-time organizer of the YO's, was. bemporary
chairman of the meeting. Flections wers held, shortly after the meeting be-
gap at 10:00 AM,, to elect permenent chairman, Gordon Henderson, political
soience professor from Millsaps, and Johnny Fragzier, Negro HAACP worker in
Jacksonmd former Tougaloo professor, were nominsted, Hobody knew whowas
for what. Tougzloo kids voted 11 to 1 (Regina Drake} for X Frazier, who was
elected by a vote of about 90 or 100 to 20. Tamedialely, before gebling

2 constitution, before hearing wreports of the eredentials committes, or
anything slse, Cleveland Donald, HALLP member and YD from Ole ¥Wiss {Negro),
moved to emend the agenda and have elsctions for . officers immediately. Ine
cluded in his motion was the changing of the names and numbers of officers,
particularly including the namlng of two co-chairmen, one wnlte and one Negro,
ingtead of ons YD president,

This was anproved. Then a process of nominations and glosing of nominablons
began., But first, let me @ discuss HOJ the motion 40 change agenda and number
and names of officers was approved.

Tisoussion was cut off at the 13 minute mark, after 13 minuies of confused
questions and very little discussion, by Frazler, who gaid that the 20 minute

1imit for discussion had certainly passed. The reguest, as per rules, of a
p .

& minute extension, was denied.

During the repid-fire nomination and election of officers, it wasy noted that
Hodding Carter ITI, nominated for co-chairman with Cleveland Donald, was not
going 4o be in Mississippi next year, having wom a Hieman Fellowship at Har-
gard. Frazier said that this wasn't important, for he was sure thal other
officers conld Fill the gap. Then a lad from Syracuse, Wew York, was nomina-
ted and elected for a Vice-Presidency I think; his credentials were challenged
to which be replied that he was born and bred in Mississippl and he had only
been 1living for 8 vears in Syracuse and he was planning from then on to live
in Mississivpi again. No answer to the credential challenge was given -~ un
proff that he = had lived in the state for the preceding 6 months.

During this part of the meeting, Professor Gordon henderson came over to me
and s2id, with a sickly smile, " I hope someone during the day gels up and
protests bhe systematic =z display of discrimination that is going on.”

11232 4, i,: motion was made to postpone smmxkk further elections 11l after
lunch by Joyce Brown. The chairman ruled the motion out of order because "ithe
revised agenda had aslready bsen agreed on by a vote of this convention.” This
ig illegal, 4ny agenda can be changed b any time by majordily vote according
.o the rules adopted a short time earlier by the comventlon itself. 4t this
point Kemneth Dean, of the Humen Relatlons Counnll, took the microphone and
said what are we doing here, why is there no discussion? Uhy is debate cub
of 7  Wo answer but confusion. The performance of the chairman became so bad
that at one point Hodding Carter IIT himself was mxIugimgriiz cringing, holding

~his head in his hands.

11:58 == nomination of Yegro from Syracuse, as deseribed dbove.
£ 2

12:01 P, 1, == ghair ruled that only members of the credentials commitice could



agk for a recounti (Cf. Roberts'! Rules, for heavens sakel),

12302 == Charles Moore was elecised on an aye-nay vote. Standing vobte was
requested, A11 other voies had been s tanding votes, HRequest wos denied by
House,

12:05 -~ point of order was raised and denied by Chairman, who said he would
not accept any points of order until the person raiging 1% could cite the
"page, chapter, and .section” of Fobert's Hules,

12307 == this was done -- namely, page, chapier, and section of Iobert's Hules
with reference to point of order procedurs was cited, mekiwgxr which makes

ne mention of any requirement that the person cite Hobert!s Eules, This was
dlgnored by the chairman,

12:18 == (approx, time ). lotion for a 15 minute recess was made, This WA
denied by chairman. But according to Roberts, a motion to recess takes pree
cedence. Instead, two more nominations and "electionst wers run through,
untll finaelly growing protests about the recess denial were heard and the
motion was accepted, then was voted dowmn by the convention.

During the votes for officers betwsen 12:18 and 12:45, it was gm apparent that
strength of the Tougaloo-Tndependent-FNP £roup was growing. Yet the counts
remained about the same, about 105 for the NALCP-Ole figs=Hodding Carter ete,
group and about 65X for us. Counts were at this tine being made, chaotically,
fram the speaker's platform by the Secretary, who was from Ole Miss. MNp.
Dean challenged one vote, when the zpmakex counted & for ug; Dean  ssid he
counted 89, 4 recount j'earetaryé was made, Eesult:

~

all agreed that the correct T count was 911

N

411 business transacted between the call for recess and the acceptance of that
motion is, according to Hobert's, null and void, ineldentally,

1300 P, M. Tt was pointed out to the chair that it was now 1 PM, time for
lunch; even according to their revised agenda, The Chair said "I will now
entertain a motion for a twenty-minute extension.® This was moved, seconded,
and approved by the standard vote of 105-115 Tor the NAACP £ va. 8599

for usg {211 votes were in this range, after 10:45 or so).

1316 P, ¥. Vote on an office was 10L te 93. BErrors in counting had been made
up to an error of 27 votes, as noted above, 50 we requested a "division of tLhe
house? {zee Loberts), meaning putting each group in a group and filing past
the counters to get an accarate tally. This was denied by the chairman,

1:15-1:35during this period, the doors were generally blocked by NAACP people,
in particular by Bennie Gooden and sbout 3 to L others, I personally had to

g0 up there and angrily bring in a 15=year old who was coming in with a white
bag 0 sit in the visitors' section when veoden grabbed him and pushed him
ouﬁ%aying he was not yet 16 {anyone was allowed ‘n theory to sit in the visitors!
section, which was gpecifically set up for people who didn's qualify to votel.

1:20 == it was pointed oub to the chairman that the 20minute extension had
ended. [Fraziler sald "7 know what time it is., Do you think T don't have =
waboh?® and he displayed his watch. The meeting continued. A% about 1198
Fragier mentioned something about their being on a "three-ninute extension,®
an extenslon which had never been voted on or approved &y or even x moved,
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At 1:33 P. M., the meeting still in session on the "three-minute extension,"
ke our group ® won its first vote. Joyce Brown was elected National Committee-
woman. Great cheers sounded through the hall. The vote was about iR 113=-

109. At this point Frazier announced immédiately that the three-minute exten-
sion was gone and lunch recess was declared. (No vote on it, of course).

xRkmxxin During lunch I contacted three or four delegates from Millsapd and
one or two from Ole Miss. I lamented with them the unfairriess of the chair-
man, as well as his general incompetence. They agreed, even though they

had voted on the other side all morning, that it had been a sorry show. They
wanted to do something. I suggested that the first thing to do would be to
replace the chairmah with & Gordon Henderson, wl who was certainly not part
of our group, but who would be competent and impartial. They approved whole-
heartedly of this proposal, but worried lest the FDP get in and elect "their
own chairman,"™ and then run the meeting as an FDP steamroller Jjust as the
meeting up to then had been an WAACP steamroller. I said, well, the best
thing for you to do to prevent this would be to make the first move, to
suggest the censure and removal zmd of Frazier as chairman, and to then
propose Henderson. This would keep you, and perhaps, everybody, on good
terms, and would show that many people on the "other" (NAACP) side were
interested in fairness., This seemed reasonable to them.

I had earlier made the same proposal -- that the first order of business should
be the removal of Frazier, a move which many people sfm could support -- to Mrs.
Sanders of the FDP, in written form, and she was excited about it, I suggested
it also to Bob Smith, ke to the bearded Negro COFO leader, to Ed King, and

to Hunter Morey. Obviously, and as Morey indicated, I was really acting out of
place, for they were thinking along the same lines already, of course.

T also suggested that after Henderson was installed, the next move should be
not the removal of the morning's officers, but the approval of the constituion,
. &s agreed-upon by the Convention Committee the preceding evening. Such a move
would automatically force new elections, 2% least of some officers,for the
constitution did not call for dual co-chairmen, for instance, £ but for a
single president. -

I then went downstairs and talked to Bob Oswald, whm and I said that Frazier
obviously had to go., Smith from Millsaps (Jon Swith) was with me. Oswald
agreed, He said he was going to ask Frazier to step down, and then they

would have new elections. If Frazier didn't, Oswald recognized that a motion
would then come from the floor to unseat Frazier, and Oswald gave every appear=
ance of being resigned to such a move. T told Oswald that though I couldn't
speak for everyone, it was likely that Henderson would be nominated.

We then went back upstairs. The meeting was reconvened, and we heard an
excellent address by Charles Morgan, Birmingham lawyer who was pushed out of
Birmhingham society and wrote A Time to Bew Speak. He made several allusions
to the divisive conduct of the morning's meeting,

Then nominations were opened for some office, I think for the first of the
Congressional District offices. Jon Smith was sitting next to me, and asked

me what was going to be done about the chairman. It was evident that Fragier
wasn't going to resign, and Bob Oswald stopped by and told me so in the aisle.
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mentarian had been requested, and was desperatelyxm needed, earlier in the

day, but somehow nothing had come of &t). Jon Snith stepped up, and amidet
& sndden hush, saild (approximate guote )3 Wir. Chairman, before we go into
the nominations, I would like to make a wmotion. I move that the coavention
censure and remove 1ts chalrman, and that nominations be open for a new
convention chalrman.® Frazier kind of laushed, and & wild burst of applauss
came from the entire back two thirds of the meebing. The motion was seconded,
and Hodding Carter immediately moved to table. His motion was seconded, and
a vote was held., ((missed opportunity: & plea should have been made for
suppert for Ihfzamerfresmxilerdiif8yxihs unseating Frazier. The NAACF
delegation included several people who misht have voted against their sroup,
and the ¥MSU and Ole Miss delegation might have been convincsd by such a plea.
Nobody thought of it, and the vote came immediately.)). The vobte for tabling
was 113 for, 175 against, on an honest count by Dean, the Secretary, and
several othersg, The motion $0 censure and remove and open nominaticns, efter
being stated once more by Jon Smith, was passed 175 $o 114,

The chairman, Fraszier, then started to make rambling "outgolng remarks," and
vielded the chailr tec Hodding Carter, ITI, who shoubted "all those who are
loyal Bemocrats are hereby invited to walk out and meet downstalrs.™ The
HAACY group and the whites up there walked out. Charles Moore walked outh,
The ¥Millsaps delegation, except for ¥Moore and perhaps one other, stayed.

The Ole Miss delegation wal ked out., About 15 people, perhaps 20 but not
more, stayed from thelr whole group, mostly MNegroes Ffrom oub of Jackson

who pleaded with Charles ivers as he left that "this was senseless, don't
walk out," and came back into the auditorium to our meeting, Also, about
five Hegro studenbts from Jackson walked out to the Lobby but came back in.

drs. Sandersz and a couple of others pleaded over the banister with
Bvers and others as bthey were leaving, 28 did several of "his ocwn” people.
s response was only a bitter and vindictive "We goin' out " (direct quote),

We felt bad. Ve nominated Henderson. We then nominated ghkax Bob Smith,
Pregident, and prethy moch went down the list of officers agreed on the night
before (or at least discuesed the night before) and elected them. Hodding
Carter won an office (Treasurer) over opposition {over W,R.Rogers of Tougzahoo),
This was all done after the aoproval of the agreed-upon constitution, and after
declaring the earlier elections therefore invalid. Three vice-presidents
agreed 1o relinguish their seats if they could be filled by Hodding Carter I7I
~or other persons from the other group -~ these three were 8d King, Chester
Rash, and one other guy. A motion was proposed by Joyce Brown 4o admonish 2311
officers to do all they can to get the other group back in,

ve continued through business, passing several resclutions, denying others,
gtec., and finally broke up. Negobiations were begun with Carter., Jon Suith
was nominated for 3Ird district congresgional representative; unlike Carter,
Jon Telt bad about his going off to grad school next year, and it was agreed
that W¥illsgaps should replace him with their choice when Jon leaves, Jon
was also very worried about newspaper coverage of this, since he wanted it

made clear that he acted & out of concern for fairness, snd not as any part of
the structure of the FDP, and he worried sespecially because he said his mothey
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is a die-hard segregaticnist. Henderson was going bo speak to Reporber Hill
Minor, Times-Picayune, and AP,

People on the WAACP, AFL-UIO, white moderate faction:

Johnny Frazier, paid worker for the WAACP, student at Touraloo
in the past, out not very good student, and, to be fair, a
gtooge of the HAACP who was oub of hl% aepth both in roaning
the meeting and in figuring out what he was being usad for
{T hope this terminology doesn't aliecnate airyone. 1t dg the
truth, and truth is often very important, even when polemic. )

Hodding Carter III, Runs the Delia Jemocr te=linmes, T knew hinm
three years ago, Seems unable to give a considersd judgement of
CUFO -- just unsble. T don't mean that he has to support COPo,
but COF0, and FDP, eonfused and multi-group as they are, are simply
not the monoTlthlc black-only conspiracy that he thinks they are.

I therefore believe that Hodding went along with the unfair
parliamentary procedure honestly believing that this procadure,
with the split and walkout {of one group or the other), was the ONLY
way Lo aveid an FDP steamroller.

In other words, I credit Hodding wilh kadsfaikk integrity.

But on the other hand, ¥ and T mean this not polemically, the
same strategy 1s used by uhe John Birch Soclety in their asttacks
gaingt Communism, and they too must be credited with integrity. That

is, they too must be credited with believing that the unfair tactics
they use are the only thing to do against an opposition that will
otherwise crush them,

Hodding Carber TTI and the John Bireh Secistyl Heally, though,
he cumparison is valid,

Cleveland Donald. Ole Miss Negro student., That takes courage in
itgelfl. WAACP member, member of Ole Miss's delegation of Young
Democrats. think “onald may yelt be swung back from suepporting the
tactics and tbe groups he supporied at the meeting. I don't know,
At least he's willing to talk about it.

Hobert Oswald. Seemed 1o be the masber planner behind it all. 3ut
this 1s a malicious thing to # say, for this means thet Oswald planned
the whole Vonvention Commiitee meeting Friday night simily to 1ull the
"other side® inbto not getting a1l their 030ple thetrs 1mmedlatelg.

Who IS Oswald? Wobt a laborer. Wot in HAafP.. In rezular Lemocratic
Party in the state, but from Jackson County (Pascagoula}, a2 loyal
Democratic county. Seems 1o be trying to set himself up for az pogition
if and when Hiss. goes Matl, Demo cratic again,

,’\“1

Bmmett HMorris, Pres. of Jackson State student bodye. NAACP.

Bob (?) Silver, James Silver's son, in Ole Miss delegation, Perhaps
can be convinced that he was in the wrong group, using wrong tactics

= Charles Mooye, Millsaps grad, my friend. VYharles was non-thinkingly
on Ptheir" side, even though he should and digd know that "our® side



was not made up of FDPers, but of Tougaloo students, other independents,
and, yes, FDPers, Disappointing, this Charles. I never would have guessed
that he would not only go along with, but ewen defend, such a suppression

of civil liberties. And, in conversation at his home later the evening,

when I convinced him (which was easy) that Frazier's performance had been
disgusting, he then tried to disassociate himself and his group from Frazier's
performance, saying that Oswald and Carter, etc., had tried to get Frazier

to calm down. But this overlooks the fact that-the basic betrayal was the

(a) election of a partial (Frazier) rather than impartial (Henderson) chair-
man, and (b) the change in agenda, to get the N'ACP candidates through imme-
diately in the morning, in spite of the pledge of no elections till after
lunch. Wo, Charles was in on these betrayals, betrayals not of the FDP,

¥k to which he obviously didn't have and needn't have had any loyalty,

but ‘betrayals.of standards of decency, betrayals of straight promises,

and betrayals of all x rights of expression in a parliamentary meeting.

After such a performance, neither he nor any member of that group has the
right to critize amy similar steamroller the FDP should mount (so far it
hasmm mounted none), .

Chester Rakh, Tougaloo student, lab assistant, my best friend on campus.

Not a member of FDP, not particularly politically aware and not at all active,
but one of the most 2 ctive opponents of the Frazier machine after he sawx
what it was.

Regina Drake, Willy Roy Rogers, Eugene Carter, MacArthur Uarby, etc. Tougaloo
students, they listened to Cleveland Donald Friday night and went into the
Saturday meeting with an open mind. 411 11 students = there at the beginning
of the meeting, except for Regina Lrake, voted for Johnny Frazier (as, of
course, did the Millsaps people); all became appalled at his tacties, as did
the 20 or so other Tougaloo students who came later. -

General comments: if T were a Negro, if L were staying at Tougaloo as a white
teacher, T would be careful never again 4o enter a meeting at which Charles
Moore, Johnny Frazier, Hodding Carter, Bob Osgood, and most of all, Charles
Tvers control a majority. I will never trust them as a group again, unless

I find that some of them have changed (as I think some will), or unless they
find they can make some realistic appraisal of the "other gide," including
the FDP,

Fory this opposition was NOT FDP dominated nor controlled. At the first,

for instance, a great deal of our moves were suggested by Charlie Blank, Mike
Sorgen, and myself, and I certainly know that WE are not in or of the FDP.
People who say mmxmxx we were FDP controlled sinply have not thought reelistically
about the possibilities left open to Tougaloo students after the NAACP steame
roller had started.. EVERY OFFICE went to a white college student, to Hodding
Carter, or to members of Evers's Jackson NAACP group. NOT ONE went to Tougaloo,
which had 35 votes by the time the convention ended and which is certainly

the most important college, white or.Negro, in the state, in terms of political
action, and which was an uncommitted, middle-road, delegation. NOT ONE went

to anybody @n the FDP, even though Bob Oswald had said to another person
privately after the Friday night meeting that "Bob Smith was the only person in
the meeting who was completely honest." Bob Smith received no office. Fvers
and Frazier gloated in their power, Frazier yelling things like, sarcastically,
"The chair has showmst you Every Courtesy, and the chair's patience is about at
an end!" as he cut off debate after 20 seconds or so.

I hope Tougal oo, and Millsaps, and even Ole Miss, can organize a fair ¥D. I no
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longer am sure whether any other of the "white moderates” ab this meeting
were or are gincere, T don't know whether they CAN ®m accuraitely svaluate
Tougaloo students, or the TDP, or for that matter the "ALCE or any other
Yegro group, and I am not sure that they really want to. I really am not
sure whether or not it may be true that some of these people, such as Ugw
wald, perhaps, might not be maliciously trying to mislead people. [ can't
believe this, and especially I don't believe 1t of the bulk of the whites

at the meeting whom T lmow. Bub I just can't understand how they can do
what they did to a meesbting, how they can do it to Tougaloo students, some of
whom they know and some of whom are thelr friends.

T just don't know whether the psople who organized this attempted coup will
ever again be itrusted, or be worthy of being trusted, by alert and fair
NMepro students, oy by me, I hope sC.

This was written for my files alone,
though I may show coples Lo some people.
Therefore, please don't take offense at
its personal btone, nor gel chagrinned

at the typographical or spelling errors.
Don't guote.

James Loewen, age 23, second-year graduales
student in sociolopgy ab Harvard University.
Oraduate of Carleton College, Horthiield,
“inn, Home address, 1477 West Sunset,
Decatur, Tllineis. Teaching assisbtant,
Tougaloo Collsge, summer, 1965,




