
MasterSlides for Nadir
and Sundown Towns

Use as you wish. Most are in public 
domain. Those taken or constructed 

by me are yours to use, so long as you 
footnote me and don’t make $ off 

them.



Please note:

• This workshop is intended for people who want to 
learn about sundown towns because they may 
want to research one (or more) and then try to help 
it transcend its white supremacist past.

• I shall use the actual “n-word” at least twice, 
quoting sundown town signs, etc.

• Such language is offensive and upsetting, but I 
cannot in conscience avoid it. If this will upset 
you, kindly leave now. You will not be able to do 
this kind of research and social justice work.

• Thank you.



We Live in a Landscape of

White Supremacy

Names of towns and buildings

Statues and monuments

Columbus Day

Thanksgiving

The “Redskins”

The “Great Explorers”



OED word of the year, 2017:
“post-truth”

Why should we privilege one narrative above 
others with the term “true”? 

History got messed up with Keith 
Jenkins, Richard Rorty?

Historiography!
“Sociology of knowledge”



“The Most Important Era in U.S. 
History You Never Heard Of,

and Why It’s Especially 
Important Today”

James W. Loewen
Jloewen@uvm.edu



“Making Public History 
Accurate and Inclusive”

James W. Loewen
Jloewen@uvm.edu



Lies My Teacher Told Me
in the Age of “Alternative Facts”

James W. Loewen
Jloewen@uvm.edu



OED word of the year, 2017:
“post-truth”

Why should we privilege one narrative above 
others with the term “true”? 

History got messed up with Keith 
Jenkins, Richard Rorty?

Historiography!
“Sociology of knowledge”



How could this happen??

When did it happen?
The Nadir:  1890-1940

What was its purpose?
Rationalize and defend the South

Why did the North acquiesce?
Unclean hands: complicit in white 

supremacy



Historiography:

• The study of history
• Who wrote this? When?
• Who didn’t write it? 
• Who is “comforted” by it?  



Every monument is 
a tale of three eras:

What it’s about;
When it went up; and 

Today.

Most Confederate monuments
went up during the Nadir

of Race Relations, 1890-1940.







Helena, MT:  “A Longing Tribute to 
Our Confederate Soldiers” – 1916



The Montana Confederate Memorial was dedicated 
in 1916 at a time when race relations in the country 

were at the nadir with segregation and lynchings 
reaching their peak. The memorial beautified Hill 
Park, but ironically it also made a strong statement 

about the past - that even this far north the 
Confederacy should be honored nostalgically. –

Great Falls Tribune, 9/12/2012.





Rock Creek Massacre, 1885, prompts expulsions 
throughout Idaho, Washington, Oregon, California



The Worst Time for History: 
The Nadir of Race Relations

• Racism (as ideology) to all-time high 
• 1890-1940
• “Three I’s” 

– Indian Wars
– Immigrants (San Francisco, Ellis Island)
– Imperialism





The Nadir in Iowa

From “Bright Radical Star”
to 

10.7 / 1 Black Incarceration to White











Affirmative Action at Iowa State?



Othello and Desdemona







Print Matthews, Shot, Nov. 6, 1883



Print Matthews, Remembered by Students from Boston



How could this happen??

When did it happen?
The Nadir:  1890-1940

What was its purpose?
Rationalize and defend the South

Why did the North acquiesce?
Unclean hands: increasingly 

complicit in white supremacy











Why 1890?

• “Mississippi Plan,” new state constitution 
disfranchises African Americans

• Massacre at Wounded Knee sends Natives 
to their nadir

• Democrats defeat Federal Elections Act. 
Republicans back away from the cause.



Typical Democratic Distortion of the 1890
Federal Elections Act, Mt. Sterling (KY)

Advocate, 11/ 8/1892

Typical Democratic Distortion of the 1890
Federal Elections Act, Mt. Sterling (KY)

Advocate, 11/ 8/1892









Three Key Concepts

• Historiography, “the study of history, or of 
the writing of history.”

• Political efficacy, “a sense that one can 
have some impact,” hence is a part of the 
polity.

• Hieratic scale, “use of size, height, 
materials, etc., to proclaim the importance 
of the person or cause.”



Twin Legacies of the Nadir 
Today

1. Distorted History [right in this 
room]

2. Sundown Towns



Sundown Towns

and what civil rights lawyers
can do about them











Pierce City, Missouri, the morning after it went sundown









Villa Grove, IL:  Can you “see” the ordinance?



Can you “see” the ordinance (TN)?









Can you “see” the ordinance (N. AL)?



Kurt Vonnegut’s drawing of a sundown town sign in Indiana









Can you “see” the FHA regulation?



What is to be Done about Students from 
Sundown Towns?

• In a sense, nothing. Cf. John Wooden, from 
Martinsville, IN.

• It’s not their fault! They did not choose it.
• Your campus, even if 99% white, is their 

most diverse experience by far.
• Suggest that they change their town.
• Start by confirming it.



• Today, African Americans are 
the main targets.

• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]

• Where [throughout US, except the 
traditional South]

• How many [in many states, a majority
of all towns]





What is to be Done about College Students 
from Sundown Towns?

• In a sense, nothing. Cf. John Wooden, from 
Martinsville, IN.

• It’s not their fault! They did not choose it.
• Your campus, even if 99% white, is their 

most diverse experience by far.
• Suggest that they change their town.
• Start by confirming it.



3 Kinds of Racism

• Cultural racism [e.g., textbook treatments  
of Vasco da Gama, or making Jesus 
Scandinavian]

• Individual racism [e.g., Dylann Roof]

• Institutional (or structural) racism [e.g., 
Skymall catalog] 



Four Understandings for
Judges to Reach 

• The Nadir transformed race 
relations.
•Recognize their racial baggage.
•Lying below the surface is white 
supremacy.
• Whites think categorically about 
nonwhites, never about whites.



Four Practices for
Judges to Do 

• Desegregate their staffs and lives. 
• Challenge racial slurs and 
generalizations.
• Expect a lot.
• Seek social causes for social 
outcomes. 



Sundown Towns in CA 
Anaheim 
Anon 
Antioch 
Arcadia 
Arcata 
Arroyo Grande 
Azusa 
Bakersfield 
Bayshore City 
Bel Air 
Berkeley 
Bishop 
Brea 
Buena Park 
Burbank 
Burlingame 
Cerritos 
Chester 
Chico 
Compton 
Corning 
Costa Mesa 
Crescent City 
Culver City 
Del Norte County 
Dutch Flat 
East Palo Alto 
El Norte 
Escondido 
Eureka 
Fillmore 
Folsom 
Fontana 
Fresno 
Garden Grove 
Glendale 
Gold Run 
Grass Valley 
Hawthorne 

Hemet 
Hidden Hills 
Holy City 
Humboldt County 
Huntington Beach 
Indian Wells 
Inglewood 
Irvine 
Kernville 
Kingsburg 
La Habra 
La Jolla 
Lafayette 
Lincoln 
Lodi 
Lomita 
Lynwood 
Manhattan Beach 
Marysville 
Mill Valley 
Monterey Park 
Napa 
Nevada City 
Newport Beach 
Nicolaus 
Norco 
North Palo Alto 
Oildale 
Orange 
Orange County 
Orinda 
Oroville 
Palmdale 
Palos Verdes Estates 
Parlier 
Pasadena 
Piedmont 
Placerville 
Porterville 

Red Bluff 
Redding 
Redlands 
Redwood City 
Riverside 
Rocklin 
Ross 
San Fernando Valley 
San Jacinto 
San Jose 
San Juan Bautista 
San Juan Capistrano 
San Leandro 
San Marino 
San Pablo 
Santa Ana 
Santa Cruz 
Sawyers Bar 
Selma 
Sheridan 
Sonora 
South Gate 
South Pasadena 
Stanton 
Taft 
Tarzana 
Torrance 
Truckee 
Visalia 
Watsonville 
Westfield 
Westminster 
Wheatland 
Whittier 
Yorba Linda 
 



• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the traditional 

South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In Wisconsin:  [common throughout the state, 

including large cities like Appleton and Janesville; 
possibly entire counties in NW; maybe the entire 
Door Peninsula; many suburbs of Milwaukee] 

Sundown Towns



• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]

• Where [throughout US, except the traditional 
South]

• How many [in many states, a majority of all 
towns]

• In Illinois: [common throughout the state 
except “Egypt,” including entire counties; 
hypersegregation in cities]







•When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]

•Where [throughout US, except the 
traditional South]

•How many [in many states, a majority
of all towns!]

•In Iowa: [common throughout the state, 
including possibly entire counties on the 

Missouri line; hypersegregation in 
cities]



http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/segregation_maps.htm



The Nadir in Iowa

From “Bright Radical Star”
to 

10.7 / 1 Black Incarceration to White













• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the traditional 

South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In Wisconsin:  [common throughout the state, 

including large cities like Appleton and Janesville; 
possibly entire counties in NW; the “Foxes”; 
maybe the entire Door Peninsula; many suburbs of 
Milwaukee] 

Sundown Towns











Most NC Sundown Towns are Far West



Sundown Towns Near DC

1. Maryland suburbs of DC (from 
Cheverly around to Potomac)

2. Suburbs of Baltimore?
3. Garrett County
4. Scattered other towns (Rising Sun)
5. Chesapeake Islands



•When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]

•Where [throughout US, except the 
traditional South]

•How many [in many states, a majority
of all towns!]

•In Minnesota: [suspects across  the 
state; confirmed towns include rather 

large towns such as Austin and Hibbing, 
and suburbs including Edina and South 

St. Paul.  Also, segregation in cities]



Probable Sundown Towns in Central Illinois

Magenta = Probable Sundown Town



















Does your house have a restrictive covenant?

Where is the nearest restrictive covenant?





• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the 

traditional South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In New York:  [sprinkled throughout the 

state; most NYC suburbs; most of Long 
Island [if you can see water] 

Sundown Towns





• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the traditional 

South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In Ohio:  [common throughout the state, including 

entire counties in the NW; many suburbs of 
Cleveland and Cincinnati; probably many around 
Columbus, Akron, and Dayton













• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the 

traditional South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In Georgia: [a V-shaped batch of about 

eight  counties in the NW and NE; also, a 
few beach towns and suburbs of Atlanta 

Sundown Towns



How towns stay sundown

• Reputation (their history is known)
• Having done nothing to counter it, the 

tradition continues
• Business as usual (connections, hiring, 

school curricula, all are white)
• “Thug minority” acts to enforce  the 

town’s  tradition 





•When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]

•Where [throughout US, except South]
•In MD: Several suburbs of DC; Garrett 

County; islands in the Chesapeake; 
various other towns (Rising Sun, 

Woodland Beach, etc.)

•How many [in many states, a majority
of all towns!]

•Hypersegregation in cities (Baltimore)

Basic Sundown Town Facts



In our culture: 
“The Green Book”

shows a sundown town
in Mississippi,

where there were 3;
none in Iowa,

where there were 
hundreds.



• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the 

traditional South; especially common in the 
Midwest]

• How many [in Indiana, a majority of all 
towns!]



KKK in Iowa, c.1923, I believe.



KKK Parade, Washington, DC, August, 1928



KKK Parade, Madison, WI, December, 1924









“The talk” in sundown towns
Farmer City, 8/11/2015



How towns stay sundown

• Reputation (their history is known)
• Having done nothing to counter it, the 

tradition continues
• Business as usual (connections, hiring, 

school curricula, all are white)
• “Thug minority” acts to enforce  the 

town’s  tradition 



Sundown Towns
in Appalachia

and what to do about them



• When [1890-1968, peak year 1970]
• Where [throughout US, except the 

traditional South]
• How many [in many states, a majority of all 

towns!]
• In Appalachia:  [especially common: c.700 

in PA, many in E KY, E TN, Western VA, 
W NC, N GA, Sand Mountain AL





• Where in Alabama? 
• In northern Alabama
• Suburbs of Birmingham, Mobile, etc.
• On the Gulf Coast



Traditional Enforcement Fails

• We respond to complaints, which 
requires individual plaintiffs and 
presumes individual defendants. Little 
structural enforcement.

• We require statements of compliance, 
which sundown towns happily sign.

• We choose to ignore “a plain fact 
known to everyone.”



Sundown Towns

and what HUD must do 
about them



Other Effects of the Nadir

• Eugenics [CA sterilization; Davis?]
• SAT [What does it stand for?]
• Residential segregation within cities (D)
• Racial ghettoes in large cities



“Prima facie” until proven 
otherwise

Usual testing misses the point.
Problems “upstream” of the decision to enter  

deter would-be residents from looking.  
Problems “downstream” of the move deter 

would-be residents from staying.
Second-generation sundown town problems 

chill race relations. 



Why have lawyers 
done nothing? 

• No “traditional” plaintiffs to bring cases. 
• Sundown suburbs that remain 

overwhelmingly white draw no headlines.
• Entire subregions are sundown, so it just 

seems “normal.”
• Hence sundown towns don’t seem to be 

anyone’s concern. 



Where laywers have failed

• Sundown suburbs that remain 
overwhelmingly white 

• Independent sundown towns and counties
• Entire subregions
• Prison towns … TERRIBLE penology!



Why have DOJ and HUD failed? 

• DOJ responds to complaints, which  
requires individual plaintiffs and presumes 
individual defendants. Little structural 
enforcement.

• HUD requires statements of compliance, 
which sundown towns happily sign.

• DOJ chooses to ignore “a plain fact known 
to everyone.”



Where HUD has Failed

• Sundown suburbs that remain 
overwhelmingly white

• Independent sundown towns and counties
• Entire subregions



Why HUD has failed

• HUD responds to complaints, which  
requires individual plaintiffs and presumes 
individual defendants. Little structural 
enforcement.

• HUD requires statements of compliance, 
which sundown towns happily sign.

• HUD chooses to ignore “a plain fact known 
to everyone.”



“Prima facie” until proven 
otherwise

Problems “upstream” of the decision to 
enter  deter would-be residents from 
looking.  

Problems “downstream” of the move 
deter would-be residents from staying.

Second-generation sundown town 
problems chill race relations. 



What HUD Needs to Do

• Set up a task force on sundown towns.
• Solicit information on towns’ sundown pasts
• Choose sundown towns whose pasts are most 

egregious.
• Use towns’ recent demography to confirm they 

still are overwhelmingly white. 
• Ask that they take the “three-step program.”
• If not, cancel all HUD grants and programs.



What civil rights lawyers 
need to do

• Set up a task force on sundown towns.
• Solicit information on towns’ sundown pasts
• Choose sundown towns whose pasts are most 

egregious.
• Use towns’ recent demography to confirm they 

still are overwhelmingly white. 
• Ask that they take the “three-step program.”
• If not, …. [You tell ME!]



Three-step Program

1.  Admit it.  “We did this.” [Truth & Reconciliation]

2.  Apologize. “We did this, and it was wrong, and 
we’re sorry.” 

3.  Change practice. “… and we don’t do it any 
more.” Require specifics: interracial police force, 
teaching staff, etc., housed in the city.

Otherwise, end U.S. expenditures. 



Three-step Program

1.  Admit it.  “We did this.” [Truth & Reconciliation]

2.  Apologize. “We did this, and it was wrong, and 
we’re sorry.” 

3.  Change practice. “… and we don’t do it any 
more.” Require specifics: interracial police force, 
teaching staff, etc., housed in the city.

Otherwise, end HUD expenditures. 



Other Effects of the Nadir

• Eugenics [CA sterilization; David Starr 
Jordan]

• IQ Tests [Lewis Terman, Stanford-Binet]
• SAT [What does it stand for?]
• Residential segregation within cities (D)
• Racial ghettoes in large cities



What Caused the Nadir to End?

• “Great Migration” plus sundown towns 
leads to political representation.

• Imperialism ends. “Third world” nations 
wind up in the U.N.

• Hitler and Nazi Germany shows us what 
can happen. 



• There is a reciprocal relationship 
between truth about the past and justice 
in the present.

• When we achieve justice in the 
present, then we can face the past more 
openly

• When we tell the truth about the past, 
we can see the continuing problems 
and make it right from here on. 



Second-Generation 
Sundown Town Problems

• Continuing DWB policing (e.g., Ferguson, MO)

• Overwhelmingly white teaching staff and 
curriculum, leading to performance gap and 
disproportionate disciplining of minorities.

• Overwhelmingly white road crews, janitors, fire 
fighters, etc. Denial of equal opportunity.









What is to be Done?
Loewen’s 3-Step Program

• 1.  Admit it.  “We did this.” 
• 2.  Apologize. “We did this, and it was wrong, 

and we’re sorry.” 
• 3.  Change practice. “… and we don’t do it any 

more.”



What You Can Do About
Sundown Towns

• Confirm one.
• Send me the information.
• Connect with people & organizations in 
the town. Suggest the “three steps:”

1. Admit it.  
2. Apologize. 
3. “And we don’t do it any more.”



What to do about Sundown 
Towns

“Out” them.
Tell their exclusion at historic sites.
Get them to change: 3-step program
1. Admit it. [“We did this.”]
2. Apologize. [“and it was wrong, and 
we’re sorry.”]
3. Change. [“and we don’t do it any more.”]



Add information to the Web

• Change the town’s entry in Wikipedia. Then 
lock it in place.

• Change the entry in the Encyclopedia of 
Chicago, or of the state.

• Create a Twitter campaign or other places 
on the Web to increase awareness.



Four Practices for
Judges to Do 

• Desegregate their staffs and lives. 
• Challenge racial slurs and 
generalizations.
• Expect a lot.
• Seek social causes for social 
outcomes. 



Four Practices for
Judges to Do 

• Desegregate their staffs and lives. 
• Challenge racial slurs and 
generalizations.
• Expect a lot.
• Seek social causes for social 
outcomes. 



Cause change!



What to do about Sundown 
Towns

• Confirm “new” towns; tell me.
• Get them to take “3-step program.” 
• Disprove economic “explanations” for 

white suburbs.
• Stop hypersegregation on economic 

grounds.
• Deny status to those who segregate.



“Otherizing”

• Sundown towns
• Second-generation sundown town 

problems
• Hypersegregation on economic 

grounds
• Deny status to those who segregate



Maybe You Need To:

• Set up a task force to confirm sundown 
towns.

• Solicit information on towns’ sundown 
pasts.

• Use recent demography to confirm that 
towns remain overwhelmingly white. 

• Ask that they take the “three-step 
program.”



What Museums (et al.) Can Do 
About Sundown Towns

• Confirm their town and nearby 
towns. (Use volunteers.) 
• Create a buzz: send me the info.; 
incorporate into Wikipedia entry.
•Create an exhibit, incl. a traveling 
exhibit.
• Connect with people & orgs in the 
town. Suggest the “three steps.”



What is to be Done?

• Require admission. “We did this.”
• Require apology.”… and it was wrong,
and we apologize.”
• Require changed practice. “… and we don’t 

do it any more.”

[Or remove federal housing, etc.]



“Prima facie” until proven 
otherwise

Usual testing misses the point.
Problems “upstream” of the decision to enter  

deter would-be residents from looking.  
Problems “downstream” of the move deter 

would-be residents from staying.
Second-generation sundown town problems 

chill race relations. 



Why Has DOJ Failed? Part I.

• No “traditional” plaintiffs to bring cases. 
• Sundown suburbs that remain 

overwhelmingly white draw no headlines.
• Entire subregions are sundown, so it just 

seems “normal.”
• Hence sundown towns don’t seem to be 

anyone’s “business” at DOJ.



Where DOJ has Failed

• Sundown suburbs that remain 
overwhelmingly white 

• Independent sundown towns and counties
• Entire subregions



What DOJ Needs to Do

• Set up a task force on sundown towns.
• Solicit information on towns’ sundown pasts
• Choose sundown towns whose pasts are most 

egregious.
• Use towns’ recent demography to confirm they 

still are overwhelmingly white. 
• Ask that they take the “three-step program.”
• If not, suggest to other U.S. agencies that they 

cancel all grants and programs.



4 Movements about
Race Relations:

• BLM
• De-Confederatizing America
• Improving college campuses 
• Ending sundown towns 



History and the 4 Movements
• BLM ties to slave patrollers, SDTs
• De-Confederatizing America, tied to 

Nadir
• Campuses: Calhoun College, SAE 

lynching song, Byrd Stadium (UMD)
• Ending sundown towns: DWB 

policing, Ferguson, etc. 



The Truth Shall Make Us Free

The truth shall make us free. 
The truth shall make us free.
The truth shall make us free someday.
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall overcome someday.



Patriotism, not Nationalism



“Patriotism” [Frederick Douglass]: “rebukes his 
country for its sins and does not excuse them.”

“Nationalism”: “always right, never wrong, except by 
accident, and with the best of intentions.”



Can you “see” the FHA regulation?



Who is kept out?



Other actions to take:

• Seek action to end second-generation 
sundown town problems.

• Disprove economic “explanations” for 
white suburbs.

• Stop hypersegregation on economic 
grounds.

• Deny status to those
who segregate.



Basic Premise

Telling the truth about the past 
helps cause justice in the 
present. Achieving justice in 
the present helps us tell the 
truth about the past.


