Useful Quotations about History and Social Justice

[Please note: I don’t necessarily agree with these quotes. With many I do; some I find inspiring. Others I disagree with completely; some of those I have marked “I, James W. Loewen, do not agree!” but some I have not. Of course, I suggest you must think about them and decide which to adopt, which to reject, which to think about…]

George Orwell, "The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own understanding of their history." 

"Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past." — George Orwell
 
"If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear." — George Orwell (on a statue of George Orwell outside Broadcasting House, the headquarters of the BBC, in London)

“In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act.” – George Orwell

"Readiness to answer all questions is the infallible sign of stupidity." – Saul Bellow
“[M]en in authority will always think that criticism of their policies is dangerous. They will always equate their policies with patriotism, and find criticism subversive." -- Henry Steele Commager

“Never be afraid, whatever it is, that it's too beautiful or terrible to tell.” —Ntozake Shange 

“The problem with journalists and media, especially today’s media, is that they magnify the sensational at the expense of the significant.” – Arthur Herman, Fox News, c.1/24/2019.

 “[W]e believed that our country had become less racist, because we were not as brazen as we once were.” – Eddie S. Glaude Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. [quoting Unitarian minister Theodore Parker], "The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice."
 

“From a very early stage the ideological history of the bourgeoisie was nothing but a desperate resistance to every insight into the true nature of the society it had created.” – György Lukács
 
Thomas Piketty: “The durability of this system depends on the effectiveness of its apparatus of justification.”

"The problem with this kind of thinking is that it imputes an agency to history that doesn't exist. Worse, it assumes that progress is unidirectional. But history is not a moral force in and of itself, and it has no set course. Presuming otherwise embraces the dangerous tendency that the great English historian Herbert Butterfield dissected in his 1931 essay, “The Whig Interpretation of History."”
Herbert Butterfield wrote that the Whig historian (or as we would say today, the progressive historian) "busies himself with dividing the world into the friends and enemies of progress." 

Tacitus: "It is human nature to hate the one whom you have hurt."

John Ross, Cherokee leader: "I knew that the perpetrator of a wrong never forgives his victims."
 

Edward Everett Hale, "I am only one.


But still I am one. 


I cannot do everything.


But still I can do something.


I will not refuse to do the something that I can do."

President George W. Bush said at the dedication ceremony for the National Museum of African American History & Culture, "A great nation does not hide its history. It faces its flaws and corrects them."

Ken Burns, "Our government misled us, from Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower to John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon. Americans accumulated 30 years of deceit. It made them hugely suspicious of government."

Adams: "...to ask about a passion of yours, and that's the topic of race...." 


Burns: "Let me just back up and say that I don't go looking for the question of race. It's just there.


"The first theme in American history is freedom, but you quickly find out that the guy who wrote the American creed, that "all men are created equal," owned more than a hundred human beings and didn't see the hypocrisy.


"I get a great deal of mail. I would characterize some of it as hate mail from people who think that I "black up" American history. And I'm taken aback by that.


"After the inauguration of Barack Obama, there was, "Now can we stop talking about it? We're done with this." I said, "No, no, wait and see. It will get worse." And it has.


"When we think about slavery, we just assume that Americans respond with charity and atonement, that we are like the slaver who gives it all up and writes ‘Amazing Grace.’ But, in fact, a not insignificant portion of us react with anger and bitterness and violence to the guilts, the "old guilts," as Robert Penn Warren called them.


"I've just finished a film on Jackie Robinson. Jackie Robinson is addressing Ferguson. Jackie Robinson is addressing everything that's been going on in our newspapers for the last few years.


"Now, perhaps sadly, people aren't saying to me, "Ken, it's not about race anymore." I've had people come and say, "You were right.""
 

"Herein, however, lies no argument for the oft-heard contention that education for the white man should mean one thing and for the Negro a different thing." — Carter G. Woodson, The Miseducation of the Negro 

"When you control a man's thinking you do not have to worry about his actions." — Carter G. Woodson, The Miseducation of the Negro 

"American history is the most sweeping, most violent, and most significant example of settler colonialism in world history." — historian Walter L. Hixson
 
"Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored." — Aldous Huxley, Proper Studies, 1927

David Letterman: "America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population believes that professional wrestling is real but the moon landing was faked." 

"God sends sufferings as a parent instructs a child," or something like that, said by J. Serra, founder of CA missions. 

"Misunderstanding of the present is the inevitable consequence of ignorance of the past. But a man may wear himself out just as fruitlessly in seeking to understand the past, if he is totally ignorant of the present." — historian Marc Bloch. 

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." -- Margaret Mead

"We want life for those who wish death to us; and we want rationality to those who want ignorance for us." — Raif Badawi, dissident imprisoned in Saudi Arabia.
 

Greg Snowden, Mississippi House Speaker Pro Tem, "We should not pick and choose which parts of our story to tell, and which parts to leave untold.  All Mississippi history belongs to all Mississippians, even those parts - maybe especially those parts - we wish had turned out differently than they did." — on the occasion of breaking ground for Mississippi's new museums of civil rights and state history.

W.E.B. DuBois, "Somebody in each era must make clear the facts with utter disregard to his own wish and desire and belief. What we have got to know, so far as possible, are the things that actually happened in the world."

"One cannot study Reconstruction without first frankly facing the facts of universal lying." — W.E.B. DuBois

Reconstruction history was "one of the most stupendous efforts the world ever saw to discredit human beings, an effort involving universities, history, science, social life, and religion."
 — W. E. B. DuBois

We have got to the place where we cannot use our experiences during and after the Civil War for the uplift and enlightenment of mankind. — W. E. B. DuBois
 
One is astonished in the study of history at the recurrence of the idea that evil must be forgotten, distorted, skimmed over. We must not remember that Daniel Webster got drunk but only remember that he was a splendid constitutional lawyer. We must forget that George Washington was a slave owner . . . and simply remember the things we regard as creditable and inspiring. The difficulty, of course, with this philosophy is that history loses its value as an incentive and example; it paints perfect men and noble nations, but it does not tell the truth. — W. E. B. DuBois
 
"Thus we train generations of men who do not know the past, or believe a false picture of the past, to have no trustworthy guide for living and to stumble doggedly on, through mistake after mistake, to fatal ends. Our history becomes "lies agreed upon" and stark ignorance guides our future." — W. E. B. DuBois

Upton Sinclair?: “It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends upon his not understanding it.”

"Those who study history are bound to repeat it." — Stephen Hansen, artist who did "High Maintenance," etc.; this is the title of one of his sculptures. "...would be pleased to have you use it as you wish."

"War does not determine who is right - only who is left."-- Bertrand Russell? Kathleen Sayre? 

Republican, 11/12/1933, 19A, col. 7: "War does not prove who is right — only who is left." 

Darrow: "I do not think about things I don't think about."

Scopes: "Do you think about things you do think about?"

Robert Beinart, “Patriotism should be proud but not blind, critical yet loving. And liberals and conservatives should agree that if patriotism entails no sacrifice, if it is all faith and no works, then something has gone wrong. The American who volunteers to fight in Iraq and the American who protests the war both express a truer patriotism than the American who treats it as a distant spectacle with no claim on his talents or conscience.”

“It'll be a great day when education gets all the money it wants and the Air Force has to hold a bake sale to buy bombers.” 

"There are no atheists in foxholes" isn't an argument against atheism, it's an argument against foxholes." — James Morrow

“War will exist until that distant day when the conscientious objector enjoys the same reputation and prestige that the warrior does today.” ~John F. Kennedy

“The pioneers of a warless world are the [youth] who refuse military service.” – Albert Einstein

"I do not believe there is a way in which this deeply entrenched evil [racism] can be quickly healed. But until this goal is reached there is no greater satisfaction for a just and well-meaning person than the knowledge that he has devoted his best energies to the services of the good cause." -- Albert Einstein, Lincoln College, May 1946

“Strike against war, for without you no battles can be fought. Strike against manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs and all other tools of murder. Strike against preparedness that means death and misery to millions of human beings. Be not dumb, obedient slaves in an army of destruction. Be heroes in an army of construction.” — Helen Keller, in "Strike Against War", speech in Carnegie Hall (1/5/1916).

James Madison, "No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare." — reported in Josiah Hotchkiss Gilbert, Dictionary of Burning Words of Brilliant Writers (1895), p. 614.

"We are so badly educated, we don't know how badly educated we are." — Denise Dresser, Prof. at Autonomous Technological Institute of Mexico, March, 2012.
 

"If you can Google it, don't teach it." — teacher in Hudson, MA, 4/2011. 

"Nothing capable of being memorized is history." — R. G. Collingwood

"Study the historian before you begin to study the facts." — Edward Carr, What is History? (NY: Knopf, 1965), 26. 

"'Man in a word has no nature; what he has ... is history'. - Jose Ortega y Gasset"

'If the past has been an obstacle and a burden, knowledge of the past is the safest and the surest emancipation'. – John Acton, 

“The issue which has swept down the centuries and which will have to be fought sooner or later is the people versus the banks.” - John Acton, quoted in James D. Scurlock, Maxed Out : Hard Times, Easy Credit, and the Era of Predatory Lenders (2007) 

"History is not a succession of events, it is the links between them.” – E. Evans 
“History can be well written only in a free country.” - Voltaire (1737)

re immigration: Leviticus, chapter 19, 33: "And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.


34: "But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God." 

"Segregation is not a humiliation, but a benefit," –  Woodrow Wilson.

"There is no instance of a nation benefiting from prolonged warfare." — Sun Tzu, Chinese military strategist. 

"Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?" "At the bottom!" — internet joke.

"I love my country too much to be a nationalist." — Albert Camus.
 

Kim Il Sung's government said to E Germany: "Every North Korean citizen would be required to acquire at least one special degree of higher education, since only when they have achieved a high ideological level, can we train our people to think in collective terms."
 

Aldo Leopold: "We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect."

"A morally healthy society is impossible without the truth about itself." — Leon Aron, resident scholar and director of Russian studies at the American Enterprise Institute, at HNN, 12/2007.

 "The controversy over school histories is largely between defenders of doctrine and defenders of free inquiry, between those who do not believe that children can be trusted with the truth and those who believe that they can.... A true American history need not rob us of the story of Paul Revere or the reverence for George Washington, but it will teach that personal anecdotes are not the life of a nation, that great men as well as mean men flourish in every generation." — New York Evening Globe (1922) 

"There is no better way of forgetting something than by commemorating it." — said in The History Boys, movie, 1/2007 (probably made in 2006). 

Kurt Vonnegut, final interview: "My country is in ruins. So I'm a fish in a poisoned fishbowl. I'm mostly just heartsick about this. This should have been a great country. But we are despised all over the world now. I was hoping to build a country and add to its literature. That's why I served in World War II, and that's why I wrote books."
 

"It is the essence of the poor that they do not appear in history." — G.R. Elton

History, in a democratic age, tends to become a series of popular apologies, and is inclined to assume that the people can do no wrong'. - A. F. Pollard

'When the past no longer illuminates the future, the spirit walks in darkness'. - Alexis de Tocqueville"

"The greatness of America lies not in being more enlightened than any other nation, but rather in her ability to repair her faults." - Alexis de Tocqueville. 

"Until the lion has a historian of his own, the tale of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.” – African Proverb
'The supreme purpose of history is a better world'." — Herbert Hoover

"When I consider my life, I am appalled to find it a shapeless mass. A hero's existence, such as is described to us, is simple; it goes straight to the mark, like an arrow." — Hadrian, as imagined in Memoirs of Hadrian, 24.

"The comfort of the rich rests upon an abundance of the poor." — Voltaire. 

"Patriotism can flourish only where racism and nationalism are given no quarter. We should never mistake patriotism for nationalism. A patriot is one who loves his homeland. A nationalist is one who scorns the homelands of others." — Johannes Rau, Pres. of Germany, 11/9/2000

“Old myths never die — they just become embedded in the textbooks.” — Thomas Bailey

Gloria Steinem, "The first problem for all of us, men and women, is not to learn but to unlearn." 

John Dewey, "Government is the shadow cast by business"! 

"Unless we understand the history which produced us, we are determined by that history; we may be determined in any event, but the understanding gives us a chance." — Yvor Winters

"One of the functions of the true historian is to strip away the falsities of myth and to reveal it as mere myth. He should never conspire to manufacture a myth or to perpetuate it as the truth." — Donald M. Dozer

"History should inspire children." — Communist Party, U.S.S R., 1934

"It is bad for nations, as it is for individual people, to suppress the memory of sad or evil things in their past." — Timothy Garton Ash

 “There can be no democracy where the truth cannot be told.” — Ian Buruma

"The struggle of humanity against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting." — Milan Kundera
 

[History] causes dreams, it intoxicates whole peoples, gives them false memories, quickens their reflexes, keeps their old wounds open, torments them in their repose, leads them into delusions of grandeur or persecution, and makes nations bitter, arrogant, insufferable, and vain. — Paul Valéry

Power is being able to present your version of history as truth. 

"History does not refer merely, or even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and history is literally present in all that we do." - James Baldwin
 

"Of course the people do not want war.... But, after all, it is the leaders of the country who determine the policy, and it is always a simple matter to drag the people along, whether it is a democracy, a fascist dictatorship, a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them that they are being attacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism." — Field Marshall Herman Goering at Nuremberg 1945 

“History is a story about the past, told in the present, and designed to be useful in constructing the future." — Henry Glassie

“History is a simple piece of paper covered with print. The main thing is still to make history, not to write it.” ‑ Otto von Bismarck

“Books will speak plain when counselors blanch.” — Library of Congress west wall

“Pessimism has no survival value.” — Cliff Humphrey

:A man without history is like a tree without roots.” — Marcus Garvey

“Care should be taken to vindicate great names from pernicious erudition.”
 — Washington Irving

The Past has been

A mint of blood and sorrow — 

That must not be

True of tomorrow.




 — "History," Langston Hughes, 1934

There is at the head of this great continent a very powerful country, very rich, very warlike, and capable of anything. — Simon Bolívar, 1822

“Without the United States, civilization as we know it will perish.” — Harry S. Truman

“Injustice anywhere threatens justice everywhere.” — Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Those who make peaceful revolutions impossible make violent revolutions inevitable.” — John F. Kennedy

“The Western nations who initiated so much of the revolutionary spirit in the world now stand as the archenemies of revolution.” — Martin Luther King, Jr.

“He who lives in untruth lives in spiritual slavery.” — Martin Luther King Jr.

“The vast masses of a nation are in the depths of their hearts more easily deceived than they are consciously and intentionally bad.” — Adolf Hitler

“History would be an excellent thing if only it were true.” — Tolstoy

“People and governments have never learned anything from history or acted on principles derived from it.” — G.W.F. Hegel. "We learn from history that we never learn anything from history." 

“Historians are dangerous, and capable of turning everything topsy-turvy. They have to be watched.” — Nikita Khrushchev

“War and military matters should be stressed so as to maintain Soviet patriotism.” — Communist Party, U.S.S.R., 1934

“Do not try to satisfy your vanity by teaching a great many things. Awaken people's curiosity. It is enough to open minds; do not overload them.” — Anatole France

“The introduction of Negro history will often generate a resistance born of years of life in white America.” — William Loren Katz

“It is not wise to learn history by a hasty accumulation of information.” — Herbert Butterfield

“Language is the perfect instrument of empire.” — Bishop of Avila to Queen Isabella, 1492

“Consider how great a purpose history has served as a womb or matrix of nations. The strongest element in the creation of any human organization of complex character and enduring strength is the establishment of a common tradition by the narration of its history.” — Allen Nevins

“The school texts that told of Plymouth Rock, Valley Forge, and the Alamo . . . helped immeasurably in making America a nation. . . . The nation-builder may well say that he cares not who writes the laws of a country so long as he can write its history.” — Allen Nevins
 

“Contrary to popular opinion, [history] is not a factual subject, an exhaustive narrative of events, the record of "one damned thing after another." It is an analytical subject, an attempt to discover the significant things that have happened, and why they happened, what caused them and what they caused in their turn.” — Harold Perkin

“The antiquarian strives to bring back the past for the sake of the past; the historian strives to show the present to itself by revealing its origin from the past. The goal of the antiquarian is the dead past; the goal of the historian is the living present.” — Frederick Jackson Turner

“The aim of the historian, then, is to know the elements of the present by understanding what came into the present from the past, for the present is simply the developing past.” — Frederick Jackson Turner

“Ignorance is the handmaiden of privilege.” 
 — Andrew Hacker

“Show me a hero and I will write you a tragedy.” — F. Scott Fitzgerald

“We have finally understood: woe to those peoples whose history and memory are silent or tell falsehoods.” — Justinas Marcinkevicius, Lithuanian writer, 10/88

Henry Ford may actually have said, "History is bunk as it's taught in school." If so, I could use as start of theory chapter, and discuss within it how ironic it is that this quote too got changed when we learned it in school! 

“A mouth that lies, kills the soul.” — Bartolomé de las Casas

“We do not need a bodyguard of lies. We can afford to present ourselves in the totality of our acts. And we can afford to tell the truth about others, even when it favors them and complicates that which indoctrination would keep simple and comforting.” — Paul Gagnon.

“Sociology is history without the work. History is sociology without the brains.” 
"’A refusal to remember’ is a primary characteristic of our age.” — Czeslaw Milosz (Nobel Prize poet) 

"Lies have short legs." — European proverb

"Because the regime is captive to its own lies, it must falsify everything. It falsifies the past. It falsifies the present, and it falsifies the future." – Vaclav Havel


Vaclav Havel: "Hope is definitely not the same thing as optimism. It is not the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out."
“Memory is treacherous. Memory is amoral. Memory is also forgetting. There are things that memory cannot look in the face.” — Timothy Garton Ash

“We cannot banish the past, for it is inherent in all we do and think.” — David Lowenthal

“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passions, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.” --John Adams, 1770, speech in defense of British soldiers on trial for Boston Massacre, quoted in Morrow Book of Quotations in American History.

“Since we demand strict truthfulness from our patients, we jeopardize our whole authority if we let ourselves be caught by them in a departure from the truth.” — Sigmund Freud

re lying to children: 

“The Truth must dazzle gradually,

Or every man be blind.” — Emily Dickinson

"History is a series of arguments to be debated, not a body of data to be recorded or a set of facts to be memorized. Thus controversy in historical interpretation . . . is at the heart of its value. . . . When a society suppresses portions of its past record, as the Soviet Union does today [and we too], that society (or its leadership) tells us something about itself." — Crane Brinton, John Christopher, Robert Lee Wolff, and Robin Winks

"Those who would close off historical controversy with the argument that we either know all that we need to know about a subject, or that what we know is so irrefutably correct that anyone who attacks the conventional wisdom about the subject must have destructive purposes in mind, is in the end intent upon destroying the very value of history itself -- that value being that history teaches us to argue productively with each other." — [perhaps] Crane Brinton, John Christopher, Robert Lee Wolff, and Robin Winks

"History is a social necessity. It gives us our identity." "History is both a form of truth and a matter of opinion, and the close study of history should help us to distinguish between the two."— [perhaps] Crane Brinton, John Christopher, Robert Lee Wolff, and Robin Winks

“If you lose your history, you lose your memory. If you lose your memory, you lose your mind.” — Maulana Ron Karenga

“This world is white no longer, and it will never be white again.” -- James Baldwin

“A fair-minded person, when reading history, is occupied almost entirely with refuting it.” — Voltaire

“History offers the best training for those who are to take part in public affairs.” — Polybius

[BUT then there is Hegel saying you CANNOT learn from the past.]

"Educating Americans through the means of the library service could bring about a change in their political attitude quicker than any other method. The basis of communism and socialistic influence is education of the people." — Harold Velde, U.S. Representative from Peoria, IL, and McCarthy witch hunt accomplice

Jerome Stern, "What They Learn in School" 


In the schools now...


They do want them to know all about this great land of ours so they will be patriotic, 

But they don't want them to learn about the tragedy and pain in its real history because then they will be critical about this great land of ours and we will be passively taken over by a foreign power.

“The spirit of liberty is the spirit which is not too sure it is right.” — Judge Learned Hand

“History is a lie agreed upon.” — Napoleon

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” — George Santayana

“The past is never dead. It's not even past.” — Faulkner

“The judgment of history will depend on who writes it.” — Richard Nixon

re social class

“Nothing is to be expected thence [in America] but by labor." [No Cuzco waiting to be looted.] — Captain John Smith

re the Viet Nam War: “The only way to not be a part of the horrible crime was to discover the truth and to follow it. Let the chips fall where they may.” — Ron Ridenour, who blew the whistle on the My Lai massacre

“We have to face the unpleasant as well as the affirmative side of the human story, including our own story as a nation, our own stories of our peoples. We have got to have the ugly facts in order to protect us from the official view of reality.” — Bill Moyers

"Do you not think history is really a whore?" — Shostakovich, Testimony.

"So long as my voice can be heard . . . I will hold up America to the lightning scorn of moral indignation. In doing this, I shall free myself, discharging the duty of a true patriot. For he is a lover of his country who rebukes and does not excuse its sins." — Frederick Douglass

"I expose slavery in this country, because to expose it is to kill it. Slavery is one of those monsters of darkness to whom the light of truth is death." — Frederick Douglass.

Prejudice is always blind to what it never wishes to see, and quick to perceive all it wishes." — Frederick Douglass, 1860. 

"The story of our inferiority is an old dodge, as I have said; for wherever men oppress their fellows, wherever they enslave them, they will endeavor to find the needed apology for such enslavement and oppression in the character of the people oppressed and enslaved."
 ‑ Frederick Douglass
 

Frederick Douglass: “I am one of those who think the best friend of a nation is he who most faithfully rebukes her for her sins -- and he her worst enemy who, under the specious and popular garb of patriotism, seeks to excuse, palliate, and defend them.”
re social stratification:

"In what way were we trapped? where, our mistake? what, where, how, when, what way, might all these things have been different, if only we had done otherwise? . . . Why is it things always seem to go against us? Why is it there can't ever be any pleasure in living? . . . There's so much work it seems like you never see the end of it. I'm so hot when I get through cooking a meal it's more than I can do to sit down to it and eat it: How was it we were caught?" — James Agee, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men

“In every child who is born, under no matter what circumstances, and of no matter what parents, the potentiality of the human race is born again.” — James Agee, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men.
“When regard for truth has been broken down or even slightly weakened, all things will remain doubtful.” — St. Augustine

“Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just. . .” — Thomas Jefferson, reflecting on slavery

"With or without the help of historians, . . . Americans concerned to change the society around them have made appropriate use of the past as a source for forgotten alternatives, for encouragement to endure." — Staughton Lynd

“Ours is a country where men start from a humble origin . . . and where they can attain to the most elevated positions.” — Whig preacher Calvin Colton, 1844

“Education makes us more stupid than the brutes. A thousand voices call to us on every hand, but our ears are stopped with wisdom.” — Jean Giraudoux, The Enchanted, 1933.

“A society that does not accept the truth about itself is a society that will destroy itself.” — Jean-Francois Revel

“The exact contrary of what is generally believed is often the truth.” — Jean de La Bruyere (1645-1696)

"The lies are in the text; the truth is in the footnotes." — Asa R. Gordon.

"Those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything." — George Bernard Shaw.

"I don't want you to follow me or anyone else. I would not lead you into the promised land if I could, because if I could lead you in, somebody else would lead you out." — Eugene Debs.

"Let us put our minds together and see what we will make for our children." — Sitting Bull

"Commerce is the great civilizer; we exchange ideas when we exchange goods." — R. G. Ingersoll [re positives of capitalism]

"Ignorance is never random: you don't know what you don't want to know." — Gunnar Myrdal.

"All the old histories taught 'my country right or wrong.' That's the point of view we want our children to adopt. We can't afford to teach them to be unbiased and let them make up their own minds." — Mrs. Elwood Turner, Corresponding Secretary, Daughters of the Colonial Wars, c.1938.

"We try to make sure that the books we select are not objectionable to anyone." — D.C. Supt. of Schools, pre-1963.

"The business of America isn't business; the business of America is finding out what America might become."
 

"The mass media does not reveal reality; it masks it. It doesn't help bring about change; it helps avoid change. It doesn't encourage democratic participation; it induces passivity, resignation, and selfishness. It doesn't generate creativity; it creates consumers."

"If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be led, like sheep to the slaughter.” ‑ George Washington

"Firearms are second only to the Constitution in importance; they are the people's liberty's teeth." ‑ George Washington

"The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its natural manure." ‑ Thomas Jefferson 

"I cannot present the history of visual expression as I learned it, a history written so clearly from one cultural perspective.... If we cannot face the pain of history, and the implications of exclusions and distortions, then we will never really confront the complexities of our common existence. And I believe that, until we confront those complexities and incorporate them into our world view, we will not feel truly comfortable with each other. Our painful history lurks beneath the surface of even the most simple observations, shadowing our efforts at tolerance and inclusion." — Meredith Rode
 

"Whatever you do, do it with all your might. Work at it, early and late, in season and out of season, not leaving a stone unturned, and never deferring for a single hour that which can be done just as well now" (P.T. Barnum, 1890).

"If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping in a closed room with a mosquito" (African Proverb). 

"The causes of events are always more important than the events themselves." (Cicero to Atticus).

"We act as though comfort and luxury were the chief requirements of life, when all we need to make us really happy is something to be enthusiastic about." — Charles Kingsly.

"Experience should tell us that secrecy is the handmaiden to bad government." — Peter Kellner, The Independent.

"All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self‑evident." — Arthur Schopenhauer, 1788‑1860.

"Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful. It's the transition that's troublesome." — Isaac Asimov. 

"Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and your government when it deserves it." — Mark Twain. 

"Education consists mainly in what we have unlearned." — Mark Twain.

"I have never let my schooling interfere with my education." — Mark Twain, 1835‑1910. 

"He who does not read is no better off than he who cannot read." — Mark Twain

Truth crushed to earth will rise again. — Mark Twain, apparently quoting William Jennings Bryan
, or, more likely, William Cullen Bryant

"Where [or When] all think alike, no one thinks very much" — Walter Lippmann. 

Friedrich Nietzsche : " The surest way to corrupt a youth is to instruct him to hold in higher esteem those who think alike than those who think differently. "

“He who asks is a fool for five minutes, but he who does not ask remains a fool forever.” — Chinese proverb. 

"If you have no education, you gotta use your brain!" — Charles Joyner, told him by a black minister. 

"History is mere history. Myths are what matter. They determine the type of history a country is bound to create and repeat." — Jorge Luis Borges, Argentine writer, quoted in Edgardo Krebs, "How Argentina Went From Myth to Mistake," Washington Post, 1/13, 2002. 

"How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve the world." Anne Frank 

"There are three kinds of history.

The first is what really happened, and that is forever lost.

The second is what most people thought happened, and we can recover that with assiduous effort. The third is what the people in power wanted the future to think happened, and that is 90 percent of the history in books."

“History repeats the old conceits

The glib replies the same defeats.” — Elvis Costello.

Henry David Thoreau, "It is never too late to give up your prejudices."

Henry David Thoreau, "What is the use of a house if you haven't got a tolerable planet to put it on?"

Henry David Thoreau, "The best thing a man can do for his culture when he is rich is to endeavor to carry out those schemes which he entertained when he was poor." — Civil Disobedience 

"Among human beings, the judge whose words seal the fate of a man furthest into eternity is not he who merely pronounces the verdict of the law, but he ... who ... utters a true opinion or sentence concerning him. He it is that sentences him." -- Henry David Thoreau, "Slavery in Massachusetts."

“When I first came to Spoon River

I did not know whether what they told me

Was true or false.

They would bring me an epitaph

And stand around the shop while I worked

And say "He was so kind," "He was wonderful,"

"She was the sweetest woman," "He was a consistent Christian."

And I chiseled for them whatever they wished,

All in ignorance of its truth.

But later, as I lived among the people here,

I knew how near to the life

Were the epitaphs that were ordered for them when they died.

But still I chiseled whatever they paid me to chisel

And made myself party to the false chronicles

Of the stones,

Even as the historian does who writes

Without knowing the truth,

Or because he is influenced to hide it.” — Edgar Lee Masters, 1915, From Spoon River Anthology

"Historically, the most terrible things — war, genocide, and slavery — have resulted not from disobedience, but from obedience." Howard Zinn, Declarations of Independence, Perennial, 1991 
"None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who believe they are free." Goethe

"History, as nearly no one seems to know, is not merely something to be read. And it does not refer merely, or even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and history is literally present in all we do. It could scarcely be otherwise, since it is to history that we owe our frames of reference, our identities, and our aspirations." –James Baldwin
 

"If the history of the United States were written exactly as it happened the author would probably be landed in jail." — William E. Dodd
, 

"No group of scholars was more deeply implicated in the miseducation of American youth and did more to shape the thinking of generations of Americans about race and blacks than historians." — Leon Litwack

“Laws are like cobwebs: strong enough to detain only the weak, too weak to hold the strong.” — Anacharsis, ancient philosopher, not quoted exactly.
 

John Jay, "Those who own the country should govern it." 

"In fourteen hundred ninety-two, Columbus sailed the ocean blue. He had three ships and left from Spain, he sailed through sunshine, wind and rain," wrote Winifred Sackville Stoner Jr. in the poem "The History of the U.S."

Ernest Renan, French philosopher and historian, "once observed that the secret of communal identity and of nation building was indeed to get one's history wrong. He conceded that it was of the essence of a nation that all individuals should have much in common but it was also imperative that 'they should all have forgotten much." Renan: "To forget and, I will venture to say, to get one's history wrong are essential factors in the making of a nation." — Ali A. Mazrui, The African Predicament and the American Experience (Westport, CT: Praeger 2004), p. 9, and fn. 24.

"Spirituality is quite democratic. It says, God is in you and me and in those flowers and everything. But the minute you put God in a white guy with blond hair and blue eyes in the middle of the Middle East, you know you're in deep shit. Because it's racist." — Gloria Steinem, 2/2014. 

Timothy L. Jenkins: "Our pledge was to end white ignorance concerning all that was everyday black knowledge." — Tougaloo College, 6/2014. 

Justice Lewis Brandeis: "We can have democracy; or we can have great concentrations of wealth in the hands of a few. We cannot have both." 

"In a democracy, there can be but one fundamental test of citizenship, namely: Are you using such gifts as you possess ... for or against the people?" — Louis H. Sullivan, Kindergarten Chats and Other Writing (NY: Dover, 1979 [1918]), 151. 

"If you don't have a seat at the table, you're probably on the menu." 

There are always two reasons for an act: the real reason and the reason given. – anonymous, c.1850-90. 

Monroe Work: "In the end facts will help eradicate prejudice and misunderstanding, for facts are the truth and the truth shall set us free."

"This list is for describing and discussing what we did in the Freedom Movement, what it meant to us, and what we have done since. 

For sharing our views on what our successes and failures were, what we did right and what mistakes we made. 

For sharing among ourselves our views and thoughts about current events and the roles we are playing today. 

It is for rebuilding the beloved community that we were all once part of, and for continuing the tradition of mutual support that saw us through dark days."

To those ends, free and honest discussion of issues and ideas is encouraged, but personal attacks on named individuals or carrying on old vendettas is not appropriate." — Bruce Hartford, SNCC list, c.2002. – "If you think about it, those sentences contain within them the reasons, at their best, for writing history. Yet all too often, history is written to justify the present, or worse, to mystify the past." -- James Loewen. 

"The historic record is clear: the Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, and P.G.T. Beauregard statues were not erected just to honor these men, but as part of the movement which became known as The Cult of the Lost Cause. This `cult' had one goal - through monuments and through other means - to rewrite history to hide the truth, which is that the Confederacy was on the wrong side of humanity." — Mitch Landrieu, "Truth," speech at Gallier Hall, New Orleans, 5/19/2017. 


"To literally put the confederacy on a pedestal in our most prominent places of honor is an inaccurate recitation of our full past, it is an affront to our present, and it is a bad prescription for our future."


"The Confederacy was on the wrong side of history and humanity. It sought to tear apart our nation and subjugate our fellow Americans to slavery. This is the history we should never forget and one that we should never again put on a pedestal to be revered." — Mitch Landrieu, "Truth," speech at NOLA City Hall, 5/19/2017. 

Mitch Landrieu, "Truth," speech at NOLA City Hall, 5/19/2017: "Centuries-old wounds are still raw because they never healed right in the first place."


"If we take down the symbols of white supremacy ... it will allow us to address [issues of racial and class inequality and inclusion.]"
 


"We need to match our exceptional aspirations with exceptional acts and deeds."
 


"Reconciliation begins with an acknowledgement of wrongdoing."


"I am surprised by how hard it is for people to let go of something that obviously is not true."
 

Mark Thompson, Anishinaabe elder quoted at NMAI (National Museum of the American Indian) exhibit, c.2019: "We ask you Creator that the earth will have a good life forever." 

Barack Obama: "Democracy requires compromise, even when you are 100 percent right." — Howard University commencement, c.2019. 

"We are destined for victory, because in any culture, in any civilization, people like us win, because they lie and we tell the truth." opposition leader Alexey Navalny, 3/24/2017, reported in The Atlantic - Julia Ioffe, "What Putin Really Wants," The Atlantic, 1/2018, theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/01/putins-game/546548/. 

"Is it not rather our doctrine, that a free people cannot know too much, and that the more we know, the more strongly shall we lay hold upon freedom? — Henry Tappan, first President, University of Michigan, inaugural address, 1852.

"The truth may be good, but why not sometimes take untruth if it gets you where you want to go?" --Nietzsche, quoted in Michael P. Lynch, True to Life: Why Truth Matters BD171. L869. 2004. [Note: I, James W. Loewen, do not agree!]
"Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects." — Will Rogers (1879‑1935)

"God loves you and you're going to burn in hell." — fundamentalist Protestant America. [I, James W. Loewen, do not agree!]

"Je n'ai fait celle-ci plus longue que parce que je n'ai pas eu le loisir de la faire plus courte." (I made this very long because I did not have the leisure to make it shorter.) — Pascal. 

"Every art, all genuine feeling, is a moral progress.... He who truly understands my music must go free of all the misery which others bear about with them." — Beethoven. 

"Education must enable one to sift and weigh evidence, to discern the true from the false, the real from the unreal, and the facts from the fiction." — Martin Luther King Jr., "The Purpose of Education," Morehouse College Maroon Tiger, 1/1947.
“The historian must have no country.” — John Quincy Adams
 
“History, despite its wrenching pain,

Cannot be unlived, and if faced

With courage, need not be lived again.” — Maya Angelou

“Learning social studies is, to no small extent, whether in elementary school or the university, learning to be stupid.” 
--Jules Henry

"Every historical investigator has had good occasion to realize how impossible it is to 'exorcise,' so to speak, a popularly accepted legend." — Charles Francis Adams, Jr.

“I do not know if there is any other field of knowledge which suffers so badly as history from the sheer blind repetitions that occur year after year, and from book to book.” — Herbert Butterfield

“He was born in a log cabin which he built with his own hands.” -- college history student, quoted in "The World According to Student Bloopers," Verbatim, v. 13 #4 (Spring '87), by Richard Lederer. 

“By idolizing those whom we honor, we do a disservice both to them and to ourselves. . . . We fail to recognize that we could go and do likewise.”
 
“What we committed in the Indies stands out among the most unpardonable offenses ever committed against God and mankind.” -- Bartolomè de las Casas
 
“All the peoples of the world are men, and there is only one definition of each and every man, and that is that he is rational." – Bartolomè de las Casas 
 
“God has not been preparing the English speaking and Teutonic peoples for a thousand years for nothing. . . . He has given us the spirit of progress to overwhelm the forces of reaction throughout the earth. He has made us adept in government that we may administer government among savage and senile peoples. . . . And of all our race He has marked the American people as His chosen nation to finally lead in the redemption of the world.” — Albert J. Beveridge, speech in U. S. Senate, 1/9/1900.
 
“History is the polemics of the victor.” --William F. Buckley
 
“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 
The truth shall make us free.

The truth shall make us free.

The truth shall make us free some day.

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,

The truth shall make us free some day. (verse of We Shall Overcome)

What passes for identity in America is a series of myths about one's heroic ancestors. -- James Baldwin
 

“Memory says, 'You did this.' Pride replies, 'I cannot have done this.' Memory yields.” – Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, p. 86 of 1907 edition? Cf. Use and Abuse of History 

“The history of a nation is, unfortunately, too easily written as the history of its dominant class.” -- Kwame Nkrumah
 
Patrick Henry, "Would anyone believe I am the master of slaves of my own purchase! I am drawn along by the general inconvenience of living here w/o them. I will not, I cannot justify it." 1773.


Here is John Jay's assessment of such behavior: "To contend for liberty and to deny that blessing to others involves an inconsistency not to be excused.”

"Yeah, I cut class, I got a D

'Cause history meant nothin' to me." 
-- Jungle Brothers (black rap group)

“History has not been written by the laborer. It has usually been written by his enemy. Therefore, we only catch glimpses of the truth from time to time.” — Tom Watson
 
"Concealment of the historical truth is a crime against the people." 
 — General Grigorenko
 

“You begin to believe that you deserve your history.” — James Baldwin
 
“It is painful to advert to these things. But our forefathers, though wise, pious, and sincere, were nevertheless, in respect to Christian charity, under a cloud; and, in history, truth should be held sacred, at whatever cost. . . . especially against the narrow and futile patriotism, which, instead of pressing forward in pursuit of truth, takes pride in walking backwards to cover the slightest nakedness of our forefathers.” -- Col. Thos. Aspinwall

“All — and I repeat, all — stages in the development of our Soviet society must be regarded as 'positive.'” — V. N. Yagodkin, ideological secretary of the Moscow city party committee,
 

“When information which properly belongs to the public is systematically withheld by those in power, the people soon become ignorant of their own affairs, distrustful of those who manage them, and — eventually — incapable of determining their own destinies.” 
 — Richard Nixon
 
William Torey Harris, U.S. Commissioner of Education in 1889. "Our schools are scientifically designed to prevent over‑education from happening.... The average American should be content with their humble role in life, because they're not tempted to think about any other role." 

"In American culture, riches is righteous, whereas in Native America, humble circumstances do not make us poor." — Don Montoya

“Clio, the muse of history, is as thoroughly infected with lies as a street whore with syphilis.” — Schopenhauer

“History is something that happens to other people.” — Anonymous

“The certainty of history seems to be in direct inverse ratio to what we know about it.” — Anonymous, maybe Cicero

“History has to be rewritten because history is the selection of those threads of causes or antecedents that we are interested in.” — Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 

“The researches of many eminent antiquarians have already thrown much darkness on the subject; and it is possible, if they continue their labors, that we shall soon know nothing at all.” — Artemus Ward 

“Anyone who is going to make anything out of history will, sooner or later, have to do most of the work himself. He will have to read, and consider, and reconsider, and then read some more.” — Geoffrey Barraclough 

“Everyone falsifies history even if it is only his own personal history. Sometimes the falsification is deliberate, sometimes unconscious; but always the past is altered to suit the needs of the present. The best we can say of any account is not that it is the real truth at last, but that this is how the story appears now.” — Joseph Freeman

“The doctrine of the absolute uniqueness of events in history seems nonsense.” — Crane Brinton

“History is a nightmare from which I am trying to awaken.” — Stephen Daedalus (James Joyce) 

“The things that we know about the past may be divided into those which probably never happened, or those which do not much matter.” — Dean Inge [I, Loewen, disagree.]
“Writing history is a perpetual exercise in judgment.” — Cushing Strout

“Men make their own history, but they do not make it just as they please; they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but under circumstances directly found, given and transmitted from the past.” — Karl Marx

“Life must be lived forward, but it can only be understood backward.” — Søren Kierkegaard

“I am always ready to learn although I do not always like being taught.” — Sir Winston Churchill

“To be ignorant of the past is to remain a child.” — paraphrase from an observation by Cicero

“God cannot alter the past; historians can.” — Samuel Butler

James F. Brooks, as quoted in the Chronicle of Higher Education, 2003: "You may be done with the past, or think that you are, but it's never really finished with you." 

"The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles." – Marx

Joseph Goebbels, "If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it. The lie can be maintained only for such time as the State can shield the people from the political, economic and/or military consequences of the lie. It thus becomes vitally important for the State to use all of its powers to repress dissent, for the truth is the mortal enemy of the lie, and thus by extension, the truth is the greatest enemy of the State." 

”We know in the not too distant future, a half dozen corporations are going to control the media. We took this step (merger) to ensure we were one of them.” Time Warner spokesperson.

“The most alarming sign of the state of our society now is that our leaders have the courage to sacrifice the lives of young people in war but have not the courage to tell us that we must be less greedy and wasteful.” --- Wendell Berry

"Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children. The cost of one modern heavy bomber is this: a modern brick school in more than thirty cities. It is two electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000. It is two fine, fully equipped hospitals. It is some 50 miles of concrete highway. . . . This is not a way of life at all, in any true sense. Under the cloud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of iron." — Dwight D. Eisenhower, speech, American Society of Newspaper Editors, 16 April 1953.

Also from Eisenhower, "In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex." 

“The war against Iraq is as disastrous as it is unnecessary; perhaps in terms of its wisdom, purpose and motives, the worst war in American history. Our military men and women.were not called to defend America but rather to attack Iraq. They were not called to die for, but rather to kill for, their country. What more unpatriotic thing could we have asked of our sons and daughters? --- William Sloane Coffin

“Our common vision of a free and just society is our greatest source of cohesion at home and strength abroad, greater than the bounty of our material blessings.” — Jimmy Carter

“There are three social classes in America: upper middle class, middle class, and lower middle class.” — Judith Martin, (Miss Manners) [I, Loewen, disagree.]
"Massive poverty and obscene inequality are such terrible scourges of our times — times in which the world boasts breathtaking advances in science, technology, industry, and wealth accumulation — that they have to rank alongside slavery and apartheid as social evils." — Nelson Mandela. 


"Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life. While poverty persists, there is no true freedom." — Nelson Mandela.

"Doesn't it seem funny that at the very point when women and people of color are ready to sit down at the bargaining table with the white boys, that the table disappears? That is, suddenly there are no grounds for claims to truth and knowledge anymore and here we are, standing in the conference room making all sorts of claims to knowledge and truth but suddenly without a table upon which to put our papers and coffee cups, let alone to bang our fists."

"The religious persecution of the ages has been done under what was claimed to be the command of God. I distrust those people who know so well what God wants them to do to their fellows, because it always coincides with their own desires." — Susan B. Anthony. 

"Every nation is a community both of shared memory and of shared forgetting." — nineteenth-century French philosopher Ernest Renan. 

"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire." — William Butler Yeats. 

"Beware of false knowledge; it is more dangerous than ignorance." — George Bernard Shaw

Bill Clinton: "Being president is like running a cemetery: you have lots of people under you but none of them are listening." 

Socrates? (469-399 B.C.): "The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt for authority; they show disrespect for elders and love chatter in place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not the servants of their households. They no longer rise when elders enter the room. They contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up dainties at the table, cross their legs, and tyrannize their teachers."

Gustav Mahler: "Tradition is not the worship of ashes, but the preservation of fire." 

"The entire object of true education is to make people not merely do the right things, but to enjoy the right things; not merely industrious but to love industry; not merely learned but to love knowledge." — John Ruskin. [$$Do I really like that quote?] 

George W. Bush, "A great nation does not hide its history. It faces its flaws, and corrects them. This museum tells the truth that a country founded on the promise of liberty held millions in chains, that the price of our union was America's original sin." — at the dedication of The Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, 9/16. 

Sinclair Lewis, the first American writer to receive the Nobel Prize, called into question all general statements on the United States by saying: "You cannot generalize about America because you can prove anything about it you want to prove."
 

“I got rich pleasure out of walking every day into libraries and classrooms and lecture halls that formerly would’ve been closed to me and still bear the names of those who barred the doors. Giving them the metaphorical finger of my presence gave me the determination to get what they would have denied me -- my degree -- and leave behind a very different legacy." – alum of Bryn Mawr, re Thomas Hall, etc.

“Slavery is founded in the selfishness of man’s nature, opposition to it in his love of justice. Those principles are an eternal antagonism.” – Abraham Lincoln, 1854. 

“On the question of liberty, as a principle, we are not what we have been. When we were the political slaves of King George, and wanted to be free, we called the maxim that "all men are created equal" a self evident truth; but now when we have grown fat, and have lost all dread of being slaves ourselves, we have become so greedy to be masters that we call the same maxim "a self evident lie."” — Abraham Lincoln, August 15, 1855 Letter to George Robertson

“I leave you, hoping that the lamp of liberty will burn in your bosoms until there shall no longer be a doubt that all men are created free and equal.” — Abraham Lincoln, July 10, 1858 Speech at Chicago, Illinois

“Welcome, or unwelcome, agreeable, or disagreeable, whether this shall be an entire slave nation, is the issue before us.” — Abraham Lincoln, ca. May 18, 1858 Fragment of a Speech

“He who would be no slave, must consent to have no slave. Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for themselves; and, under a just God, cannot long retain it.” — Abraham Lincoln, April 6, 1859 Letter to Henry Pierce

“As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my idea of democracy. Whatever differs from this, to the extent of the difference, is no democracy.” — Abraham Lincoln, ca. August 1, 1858 Fragment on Democracy


“I have always hated slavery, I think as much as any Abolitionist.” — Abraham Lincoln, July 10, 1858 Speech at Chicago


“Now I confess myself as belonging to that class in the country who contemplate slavery as a moral, social and political evil...” — Abraham Lincoln, October 7, 1858 Debate at Galesburg, Illinois. 


"He [Stephen Douglas] is blowing out the moral lights around us, when he contends that whoever wants slaves has a right to hold them; that he is penetrating, so far as lies in his power, the human soul, and eradicating the light of reason and the love of liberty, when he is in every possible way preparing the public mind, by his vast influence, for making the institution of slavery perpetual and national." — Abraham Lincoln, October 7, 1858 Lincoln-Douglas Debate at Galesburg, Illinois. 


"When Judge Douglas says that whoever, or whatever community, wants slaves, they have a right to have them, he is perfectly logical if there is nothing wrong in the institution; but if you admit that it is wrong, he cannot logically say that anybody has a right to do wrong." — Abraham Lincoln, October 13, 1858 Debate at Quincy, Illinois. 

 [The Founding Fathers] [believed that nothing] “stamped with the divine image and likeness” was meant to be “trodden on, and degraded, and imbruted by its fellows.” So they “erected a beacon to guide their children, and their children’s children.” They “knew the tendency of prosperity to breed tyrants, and so they established these great self-evident truths, that when in the distant future some man, some faction, some interest, should set up the doctrine that none but rich men, or none but white men, or none but Anglo-Saxon white men, were entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, their posterity might look up again to the Declaration of Independence and take courage to renew the battle… so that truth, and justice, and mercy… might not be extinguished from the land.” – Abraham Lincoln, August 17, 1858 in his campaign against Stephen Douglas.

"You think slavery is right and ought to be extended; while we think it is wrong and ought to be restricted. That I suppose is the rub. It certainly is the only substantial difference between us." — Abraham Lincoln, December 22, 1860 Letter to Alexander Stephens. 

"Let there be no compromise on the question of extending slavery. If there be, all our labor is lost, and, ere long, must be done again." — Abraham Lincoln, December 10, 1860 Letter to Lyman Trumbull. 


"I say now, however, as I have all the while said, that on the territorial question — that is, the question of extending slavery under the national auspices — I am inflexible. I am for no compromise which assists or permits the extension of the institution on soil owned by the nation." — Abraham Lincoln, February 1, 1861 Letter to William H. Seward. 

"If my name ever goes into history it will be for this act, and my whole soul is into it." — Abraham Lincoln, 1/1/1863, re Emancipation Proclamation. 

The restoration of the Rebel States to the Union must rest upon the principle of civil and political equality of both races; and it must be sealed by general amnesty. — January 1864, Abraham Lincoln, Letter to James S. Wadsworth

“Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can only say that I view it as the most important subject which we as a people can be engaged in.” — Abraham Lincoln, March 9, 1832 First Political Announcement

“When one starts poor, as most do in the race of life, free society is such that he knows he can better his condition … I am not ashamed to confess that 25 years ago I was a hired laborer… I want every man to have the chance… and I believe a black man is entitled to it.”


"I don't believe in a law to prevent a man from getting rich; it would do more harm than good. So while we do not propose any war upon capital, we do wish to allow the humblest man an equal chance to get rich with everybody else." — Abraham Lincoln, March 6, 1860 Speech at New Haven, Connecticut 

“The legitimate object of government, is to do for a community of people, whatever they need to have done, but can not do, at all, or can not, so well do, for themselves — in their separate, and individual capacities.” — Abraham Lincoln, July 1, 1854 [?] Fragment on Government

"I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country. . . . corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Republic is destroyed." — U.S. President Abraham Lincoln, Nov. 21, 1864, letter to Col. William F. Elkins

We must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall save our country," — Abraham Lincoln

"Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history." — Abraham Lincoln

“Resolve to be honest at all events; and if in your own judgment you cannot be an honest lawyer, resolve to be honest without being a lawyer.” — Abraham Lincoln, July 1, 1850 [?] Notes for a Law Lecture

On religion: “That I am not a member of any Christian Church, is true; but I have never denied the truth of the Scriptures; and I have never spoken with intentional disrespect of religion in general, or any denomination of Christians in particular.” — Abraham Lincoln, "Handbill Replying to Charges of Infidelity, July 31, 1846

"The country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing government, they can exercise their constitutional right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to dismember or overthrow it." ‑ Abraham Lincoln

"Writing is the great invention of the world ... great in enabling us to converse with the dead, the absent, and the unborn, at all distances of time and space." ‑ Abraham Lincoln

“History is not history unless it is the truth.” — Abraham Lincoln

“Understanding the spirit of our institutions to aim at the elevation of men, I am opposed to whatever tends to degrade them.” — Abraham Lincoln, May 17, 1859 Letter to Theodore Canisius

“This is essentially a People's contest. On the side of the Union, it is a struggle for maintaining in the world, that form, and substance of government, whose leading object is, to elevate the condition of men — to lift artificial weights from all shoulders — to clear the paths of laudable pursuit for all — to afford all, an unfettered start, and a fair chance, in the race of life.” — Abraham Lincoln, July 4, 1861 Message to Congress

“The greatest gift life has to offer is the opportunity to work hard at work worth doing.” – Theodore Roosevelt. 

"The way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth on them." – Ida B. Wells, The Light of Truth: Writings of an Anti-Lynching Crusader
  �1984, p. 204?





�Senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, Washington, D.C., foxnews.com/opinion/trump-at-the-halfway-mark-how-will-history-judge-our-unconventional-president





�Eddie S. Glaude Jr., “Don’t Let the Loud Bigots Distract You. America’s Real Problem With Race Cuts Far Deeper,” Time, 9/6/2018, amp.timeinc.net/time/5388356/our-racist-soul. [Trump] “dog-whistled in a way that let no one feign deafness.” 





  �Martin Luther King Jr., Montgomery, AL, March 1965, referencing "I do not pretend to understand the moral universe, the arc is a long one, my eye reaches but little ways. I cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure by the experience of sight; I can divine it by conscience. But from what I see I am sure it bends towards justice." Readings from Great Authors, 1918, attributed to Theodore Parker: "The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice." 


�History and Class Consciousness, p. 66. 





  �Quoted in Ron Takaki, From Different Shores (NY: Oxford UP, 1987), 60. 





  �William D. Adams, "A Conversation with Ken Burns," Humanities, Spring 2016, neh.gov/humanities/2016/spring/conversation/the-documentarian, 44. 


  �William D. Adams, "A Conversation with Ken Burns," Humanities, Spring 2016, neh.gov/humanities/2016/spring/conversation/the-documentarian, 10. 


  �American Settler Colonialism: A History (NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), 1. [acc. to reviewer, the book is not well buttressed with facts]


  �Ensaf Haidar, "A State of Cruel 'Justice'," Washington Post, 4/3/2005. 


  �Jerry Mitchell, "Mississippi civil rights, history museums break ground," (Jackson, MS: Clarion-Ledger 10/24/2013), usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/10/24/civil-rights-history-museums-groundbreaking/3181779/


  �Ronald W. Bailey, "The Slave(ry) Trade and the Development of Capitalism in the U.S.," in Social Science History, 14 #3 (Autumn, 1990), 401, quoting W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction, 722.


  �  �Black Reconstruction, p. 347.


  �  �Black Reconstruction, quoted in The Nation, July 24, 1989.


  �  �Black Reconstruction, p. 722.


  �  �Black Reconstruction, p. 722.


  �W.E.B. Du Bois, "The Lie of History as It Is Taught Today (The Civil War: The War to Preserve Slavery)," 2/15/1960, from Andrew Paschal, ed., W.E.B. Du Bois: A Reader (NY: Collier 1993), 115-120. 


�Kathleen Sayre, the wife of Episcopal minister and peace activist John Nevin Sayre (1884-1977), according to The Christian Leader, 35 Part 2 (1932), 572: "You do not drift into peace, you drift into war". And after all, "Force does not prove who is right; only who is left." Also, "Antiwar placard seized by police at Northampton," Springfield (MA), undated. 


� http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/day7.htm , State v. Scopes: Trial Excerpts





�"The State of Patriotism," Time, 7/7/2008





  �David Agren, "Critics: Mexico Letting Students Down," USA Today, 3/30/2012. 


  �Albert Camus, Resistance, Rebellion, and Death (London: Hamilton, 1961), 5. 





  �Bernd Schäfer, "Weathering the Sino — Soviet Conflict: The GDR and NK, 1949-89, Cold War International History Project Bulletin, #14-15 (2003), 34. 





�Quoted in Bessie Pierce, Public Opinion and the Teaching of History in the United States, (NY, 1926) 221. 





  �J. Rentilly, "Kurt Vonnegut," USAirways Magazine, 6/2007, 78. 





  �quoted by Daniel Barenboim, "Germans, Jews, and Music," NY Review, 3/29/2001, 50.





  �Bailey, "The Mythmakers of American History," Journal of American History, 1968, 18.


  �Forms of Discovery (Chicago: A. Swallow, 1967), xix.





  �"History as Force, 266-76 of Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: U of GA Press, 1985), p. 275.





  �Quoted in Marc Ferro, The Use and Abuse of History (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1984), 122.





  �"The Truth About Dictatorship," NY Review of Books, 2/19/98, 35. But he is quoting someone else, maybe the Bible.





  �"Against the Japanese Grain," NY Review, 12/5/91, p. 32.





  �in The Uprising of '34, 1995 movie, Hard Times Productions, George Stoney, et al., producers. 





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 253.





�probably quoted by Tim Wise in his book





  �Henry Glassie, Material Culture (Bloomington: IN UP, '99), 6. 





  �Environmental activist, c. 1968, quoted in Robin Brooks, "Domestic Violence and America's Wars," in Ted Robert Gurr, Violence in America, V. 2 (Newbury Park, Cal.: Sage, 1989), p. 197. 





  �Quoted in Claudia Bushman, "America Discovers Columbus" (Costa Mesa, CA: American Studies Association Annual Meeting, 1992), p. 9. Probably from Irving's Columbus biography. 





  �Quoted in Piero Gleijeses "The Limits of Sympathy," Journal of Latin American Studies, v. 24 #3 (10/92), p. 489.





  �Newsreel footage quoted in Lewis Lapham, America's Century Series Transcript (San Francisco: KQED, 1989), p. 35.





  �sermon filmed in Montgomery to Memphis.


  �p. 54 of something, quote originally in Mein Kampf.


  �"Introduction," Philosophy of History. “We learn from history that we do not learn from history. Experience and history teach, however, that peoples and governments have never learned anything from history and have never acted according to lessons which should have been drawn from it.” Hegel, translated by Jurgen Kocka: “The sentence is clumsy, also in German.” Cf. Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich (1975). Lectures on the philosophy of world history: introduction, reason in history (translated from the German edition of Johannes Hoffmeister from Hegel papers assembled by H. B. Nisbet). (NY: Cambridge University Press).





  �Said in 1956, during de-Stalinization; quoted in Marc Ferro, The Use and Abuse of History (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1984).





  �Quoted in Marc Ferro, The Use and Abuse of History (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1984), p. 123.





  �quoted in Freeman Tilden, Interpreting Our Heritage (Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 1967), p. v.





  �Teachers' Guide to American Negro History (Chicago: Quadrangle, 1971), p. 18.





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 221.





  �Quoted by Lewis Hanke, Aristotle and the American Indians (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1959), p. 8.





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 241.


  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 241.





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 70.





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 180.





  �quoted by Ken Burns





  �speech at UVM, 4/27/92.





  �Notebooks, quoted in John Noble Wilford, The Mysterious History of Columbus (NY: Knopf, 1991), p. 246.





  �quoted by Michael Ignatieff, "In the New Republics," NY Review, 11/21/91, pp. 30-32, p. 32.





  �Bartolomé de las Casas, History of the Indies (NY: Harper and Row, 1971), 272, calling it a proverb.





  � Democracy's Untold Story (DC: American Federation of Teachers, 1987), 19.


  �Quoted in Otis Moss Jr., African American Heritage Hymnal (Chicago: Gia, 2001), unpainted. 





  �Havel, Power of the Powerless, 1979 essay, quoted by Wilcomb Washburn, Chronicle of Higher Ed., 12/12/90, 





"Amer. Historians Should Acknowledge their Failure to Oppose Soviet Distortions."





  �"The Life of Death," New York Review of Books, December 19, 1985, pp. 26-39.





  � The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge University Pres, 1988), p. xxv.





  � Collected Papers, II, quoted in Sissela Bok, Lying, 221.





  � Quoted in Sissela Bok, Lying, 203.





  �A History of Civilization, Vol II, 1648 to the present, 6th ed. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1984), 2. 


  �A History of Civilization, Vol II, 1648 to the present, 6th ed. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1984), 2. 





  �A History of Civilization, Vol II, 1648 to the present, 6th ed. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1984), 2. 





  �Quoted by William Gwaltney, NPS, ALHFAM, Houston, May, 1996.





  � Notes of a Native Son (1955).





  �Howard Zinn, The Progressive, 2/89, reprinted in Utne Reader, #34, July/Aug. 1989, 99-100.





� Harper's, 8/89, p.22, reprinted from 3/17/89 "All Things Considered."





  �Quoted by Lewis H. Lapham, "Democracy in America?" Harpers, 11/90, 47-56.





  �Quoted in Green, The American Tradition


  �Life of Reason (NY: Scribner's, 1905), 284. 





  �In his acceptance speech when he received the Nobel Prize for literature and in Requiem for a Nun. John B. Padgette, "William Faulkner on the Web," 6/28/1998, available at mcsr.olemiss.edu/~egjbp/faulkner/quotes.html identifies the quote as spoken by Gavin Stevens in Requiem for a Nun, Act I, Scene III. 





  �Television show, fall, 1990, heard by R. Morales and quoted in huracan (PO Box 7591, Minneapolis, 55407). Cf. correspondence from Jeff Nygaard, Huracan, 8/27/91.





  �Quoted by Philip S. Foner, History of the Labor Movement in the US. NY: Intl., 1947-1972, Vol. 1, 13.





  �1989 video, Remember My Lai.





  �Interview in "Facing History and Ourselves News."





  �quoted on inside cover of Robert Moore, Reconstruction: The Promise and Betrayal of Democracy. NY: CIBC, 1983. 





  �Douglass, F. (1994). My bondage and my freedom. In Douglass: Autobiographies (103-452). New York: Penguin Putnam.


  �Frederick Douglass, "What the Black Man Wants," address to Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti�slavery Society, 1865. 





  �(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1941), pp. 78-81.





  �"On Lying," quoted in Sissela Bok, Lying, xv. 





  � Notes on the State of Virginia, 1784, 1964 ed., 156.





  � Intellectual Origins of American Radicalism (NY: Pantheon, 1968), 9-10.





  �Quoted in Howard Zinn, The Politics of History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1970), 57?


  � The Flight From Truth (NY: Random House, 1991), xxxiv.





  �David Wallechinsky and Irving Wallace, The People's Almanac #3 (NY: Morrow, 1981), title page.





  �Quoted in Gary Nash, Charlotte Crabtree, and Ross Dunn, History on Trial (NY: Knopf, 1997), 45.





  �Quoted in Gary Nash, Charlotte Crabtree, and Ross Dunn, History on Trial (NY: Knopf, 1997), 70.





  �Judith Rényi, Going Public (NY: New Press, 1993), 221.





  �Eduardo Galeano writes in We Say No.


  �Meredith Rode, "The Hunt for Democracy: The Lion's Perspective," Thought and Action, 16 #1 (Summer, 2000), 22. She is an art historian at the University of the District of Columbia. 





  �"My First Lie and How I Got Out of It."





  �Quoted in Otis Moss Jr., African American Heritage Hymnal (Chicago: Gia, 2001), unpainted. 


  �Michael Gruber, THE BOOK OF AIR AND SHADOWS





  �James Baldwin , "The White Man's Guilt," $$ 





  �American historian who served as the United States Ambassador to Germany from 1933 to 1937, said to Charles Baker, 10/28/1932, quoted in Gary Nash, Charlotte Crabtree, and Ross Dunn, History on Trial (NY: Knopf, 1997), 32. 





  �Christopher Hitchens, The Trial of Henry Kissinger (London: Verso, 2002), xxv. 


  �Mitch Landrieu, remarks at Center for American Progress, 6/16/2017. 





  �Mitch Landrieu, remarks at Center for American Progress, 6/16/2017. 





  �Mitch Landrieu, remarks at Center for American Progress, 6/16/2017. 





  �Mitch Landrieu, remarks at Center for American Progress, 6/16/2017. 


  �John Quincy Adams, re MX War, quoted by historian Pessen, in OAH newsletter, 2/88, article on JQA. Sam Hand may have it.





  �"On the Pulse of Morning," poem for Clinton inauguration, January 20, 1993.





  �Jules Henry, Culture Against Man (New York: Random House, 1963), p. 287.





  �Quoted in Michael Kammen, Mystic Chords of Memory (NY: Knopf, 1991), 84.





  �quoted in Stephen Vaughn, ed., The Vital Past (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), p. 222.





  �Charles V. Willie, quoted by David J. Garrow, Bearing the Cross (NY: Morrow, 1986), p. 625.





  �History of the Indies, transl. by Andrèe M. Collard (NY: Harper and Row, 1971), p. 289.





  �Las Casas quoted in J. H. Elliott, The Old World and the New (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1970), 48. 


  � Congressional Record, 56th Congress, v. 33, (Washington: GPO). 


  �Source needed.


  �"A Talk to Teachers," Saturday Review, 12/21/63, reprinted as pp. 3-12 of Multi-cultural Literacy, ed. by Rick Simonson and Scott Walker. St. Paul: Graywolf Press, 1988, p. 9.





  �Consciencism, p. 63 (NY: Monthly Review Press, 1964).





�quoted in J. Franklin Jameson, The American Revolution Considered as a Social Movement. Boston: Beacon Press, 1965, .23. 





�Wm. Jay, The Life of John Jay. NY: Harper, 1833, v. I, p. 231, quoted in Felix Okoye, The American Image of Africa: Myth and Reality. Buffalo: Bl. Acad. Press, 1971, 55.





  �"Acknowledge Your Own History," c. 1989, typescript of rap lyrics by T. J. Whitaker.





  �Quoted in C. Vann Woodward, Tom Watson, Agrarian Rebel (NY: Oxford UP, 1963 [1938], p. 173.


  � Title of samizdat letter to the ed of a hist j by commenting on bk by A.M. Nekrich, June 22, 1941 (that date, when the Germans attacked an unprepared Russia, is the book's title), which brought to bear W. info. new to Soviet rdrs. --Robt M Slusser, "Hist and the Demo. Opposition," pp. 329-53 of Rudolf L. To"ke's, ed., Dissent in the USSR (Baltimore: J Hopkins U Press, 1975).





  �quoted by Larry McCrorey.





� Quoted on p. 175 of Francis Jennings, The Invasion of America. Chapel Hill: UNC Press, 1975. Perhaps from "William Vassall No Factionist," Mass. Hist. Soc. Proceedings, v. VI (1862-3), 471-9.





  �Quoted in Robert M. Slusser, "History and the Democratic Opposition," pp. 329-53 of Rudolf L. Tks, ed., Dissent in the USSR (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1975), p. 351.





  �1972 Presidential Proclamation strengthening the Freedom of Information Act, quoted in Tim Weiner, "The Cold War Freezer Keeps Historians Out," New York Times, May 23, 1993, p. E5.





  �Don Montoya, Curator, Anasazi State Park Museum, donmontoya@utah.gov, at Utah Museums Assn., 10/2005. 


  �Aviva Shen and Judd Legum, "Six Things Mandela Believed That Most People Won't Talk About, in ThinkProgess.org, reprinted at Progressive Populist, 1/2014, 20. 





  �Debra P. Amory, quoted in Ella Shohat and Robert Stam, Unthinking Eurocentrism (London: Routledge, 1994), 345.


�Attributed to Socrates by Plato, according to William L. Patty and Louise S. Johnson, Personality and Adjustment (1953), 277. This passage was very popular in the 1960s and its essence was used by the Mayor of Amsterdam, Gijsbert van Hall, following a street demonstration in 1966, as reported by The New York Times, April 3, 1966, p. 16. This use prompted Malcolm S. Forbes to write an editorial on youth. — Forbes, April 15, 1966, p. 11. In that same issue, under the heading "Side Lines," pp. 5-6, is a summary of the efforts of researchers and scholars to confirm the wording of Socrates, or Plato, but without success. Evidently, the quotation is spurious. 


	"Quote Investigator: The quote is so entertaining and it fills its niche so well that it is cited repeatedly around the globe. Over the decades the quotation or a close variant has appeared in newspapers such as: Oakland Tribune of California in 1922; The Bee of Danville, Virginia in 1946;....


	"QI has determined that the author of the quote is not someone famous or ancient.... It was crafted by a student, Kenneth John Freeman, for his Cambridge dissertation published in 1907. Freeman did not claim that the passage under analysis was a direct quotation of anyone; instead, he was presenting his own summary of the complaints directed against young people in ancient times. The words he used were later slightly altered to yield the modern version. In fact, more than one section of his thesis has been excerpted and then attributed [to] classical luminaries. Here is the original text: 


	The counts of the indictment are luxury, bad manners, contempt for authority, disrespect to elders, and a love for chatter in place of exercise.... — quoteinvestigator.com/2010/05/01/misbehaving-children-in-ancient-times/ 





  �Sinclair Lewis, interview with Henry James Forman, "What's right with America?," short version in Reader's Digest (12/1919), 706. 





�Scott Jaschik, " Racist, Anti-Semitic Champion of Women's Education," Inside Higher Ed, 8/9/2018, insidehighered.com/news/2018/08/09/bryn-mawr-reconsiders-how-it-has-honored-its-bigoted-second-president. 





  �"Annual Message to Congress, 1862."





  �Annual Message to Congress, 1862.







